                                              Jack T. Spiro, Ph.D., Director

Center for Judaic Studies

Virginia Commonwealth University

Mr. Albert Blumenthal

158 River Road

Richmond, VA   23005

Dear Al:


I am writing you this letter today because I have reason to believe that you have an unequivocal dedication to the preservation of our Jewish traditions.


In brief, I am cordially inviting you to join with a select cadre of individuals who have accepted the special challenge of ensuring that the Harry Lyons Chair of Judaic Culture at VCU continues to function and grow.


As you may know, this historically important Chair was established through a generous endowment grant by Harry Lyons.  However, I must advise you that at the present time, income from the endowment is not sufficient to assure the continued expansion of the program.


This means we must turn to private funding, since, as I’m sure you know, public universities throughout the country are in dire financial straits.  Consequently, I am urgently searching for individuals like you who will step forward and help shoulder the responsibility.


Personally, I have dedicated the remaining years of my career to achieve this goal and leave a permanent legacy for the future of Judaic studies at VCU. 

I envision that this Chair will be one of the great mainstays of Jewish life, in the future, as it is right now in the present.


I can report to you that the growth of higher learning programs in Judaism has been one of the most significant phenomena in contemporary American Jewish life.  We must do everything we can to make sure this will continue.


We survived the holocaust, but now we are threatened by cultural apathy, and we must give our young people an opportunity to understand their heritage, in an atmosphere of higher learning.  Plus, we must dialogue with non-Jewish students and share with them our faith-based traditions. 

This is a Jewish quest, and Jewish only.  VCU is doing its part as effectively as possible, and provides the physical facilities and educational environment.  But the basic funding to endow the Chair is not in their budget, and never will be. 


Obviously, we do not expect our non-Jewish friends to take up this responsibility.  The challenge is ours and ours alone.


For that reason, I am respectfully asking a few generous members of our Jewish community to contribute $10,000 each, to preserve the integrity of the Chair.


Of course, any amount you give will be gratefully accepted.  Perhaps you will be more comfortable giving less.  Or perhaps you may wish to give $25,000, $50,000, or even $100,000.


You will be helping to ensure that your own traditions and heritage and faith will continue to be taught at Virginia Commonwealth University. In essence, this is not a gift that will just have a temporary impact.  Instead, your contribution will resonate for many generations.


And finally, I wish to inform you that in recognition of your stellar contribution, your name will be inscribed on a Funding Patron plaque.  This commemorative plaque will permanently reside in the Judaic Studies office at Virginia Commonwealth University.


For your convenience, I have enclosed an envelope addressed to me at the VCU Center for Judaic Studies.


Please make your check, which of course is tax deductible, payable to: 
                  “VCU Harry Lyons Chair of Judaic Culture.”


I hope you will feel motivated to response positively to this request. 








Sincerely,








Jack T. Spiro, Ph.D.








Director

P.S.
For your information, I am enclosing a sheet outlining the courses, curriculum and   

            programs for the VCU center for Judaic Studies.
            If you have any questions, please pick up the phone and call me at 

(804) 828-1026.  Or send me an e-mail at:  jdspiro@vcu.edu

