I’m sitting here                                                              Monday, 8:30 am

in my wheelchair

today, mad as hell!
Dear Fellow American:


Of course, I’m not mad at you!  


And I’m not angry at the fate that put me in this wheelchair.  I stopped  feeling sorry for myself a long time ago.


What I’m angry at is the way so many Americans simply ignore the plight of veterans and other paralyzed Americans.

I realize that life is not always a bed of roses, and that you have to bloom where you are planted, but regardless – those of us who are paralyzed often feel  that we are like dust -- swept under the rug and easily forgotten. 


But enough ranting and raving.


My job here as President of the United Spinal Association is to speak up for paralyzed veterans and other folks who simply can’t stand up for themselves.


And I urgently need to find some new friends who will help me do this – and ensure equal rights for the disabled and quality health care and much more. 


That’s why I’m sending you the enclosed “Love Bears” note pad, address labels, and bookmarks, personalized in your name.  They are yours to use, free, and you are under no obligation. 


And yet – if you possibly can – please send a gift.  If you won’t, then who will?  And if not now – then when?


But let me quickly say that I’m not asking for myself.  Absolutely not!   


Truthfully, I feel guilty because I have such a great life.  Yes, I was knocked down by a wave in 1993 and I heard my neck crack.  A few minutes later, my wife, who was pregnant with our child, was standing over me, and I was telling her that, “It’s going to be alright.”

But it wasn’t alright.  Far from it.  One moment I was a naval officer with an exciting career ahead of me.  The next moment I was completely dependent on other people to perform the most basic personal functions.  


I was a terrible patient – but to make a long story short, if it hadn’t been for the United Spinal Association, my life would have been a sorry mess.  Their people  got me moving in the right direction. 


 And after I worked awhile for them as a volunteer they offered me a job, and I stayed with it, and worked my way up, until today, I am President and Chief Executive Officer.

           However – just like I wasn’t a good patient, these days I find myself terribly impatient.  Maybe I just expect too much from the American public.  Maybe I’m too close to it all. 


When I write a letter like this to people like you, what I really want to do is drive up to your home, and knock on your front door, and shake your hand and look you in the eye and say:


“I’m betting that you are different.  You care.”

And I want to invite you to join with other folks who care, to give paralyzed Americans:

· The freedom of wheelchair access to public buildings and transportation.

· The freedom to live independently.

· The chance to earn a living and raise a healthy family.

· Better health care and even continue to search for a cure through medical research.


We’ve been doing this for over 56 years, always there for our nation’s paralyzed veterans and all other Americans with spinal cord disabilities. .

But I must quickly bring this letter to a close by asking you to show that you, too, also care.  And your gift of  $3, $5, $10, $20, $100, or more will do it.   


I’d love to have you recorded as one of our friends.  May I?








Sincerely,








Paul Tobin








President and CEO

P.S.
Please make your check to: United Spinal Association.  We manage our 

program ourselves and do not employ professional solicitors.  Your gift is tax deductible and our audited financial statement is available upon request.

So if you can – please send a gift right of $3, $5, $10, $20, $100, or more.  You’ll feel good about it!
PRODUCTION NOTES

Carrier Envelope

--
Same size and window layout as control package.

--
Position on lower right a photograph or image of roses.

--
Copy at the upper left hand, in large script in a color that compliments the roses:



“Life is not always a bed of roses.”

--
Organization identification on the back flap.

Reply Form

--
Same as with control.

-- 
The dollar ask needs to be consistent with the letter.  

Letter

--         6 ½ X 13, with 3 folds

--
2 pages

--
Position rose image at the top and under that position copy:



“Life is not always a bed of roses.”

--         Position photo of Tobins close to signature.
--
Put organization logo and name at the bottom of the last page of the letter.

--
The dollar ask needs to be determined.  

Enclosure

--
Safety tips sheet from the United Spinal Association, “Protect Your Head and Neck From Injury.”

