



Morris Dees

Personal

Mr. Robert Jones

123 North Main Street

Wilmore, Kentucky, 43256

Dear Mr. Jones,


I do not personally fear those who would kill me.    


But it is the growing danger to my family and staff that increasingly troubles me.
     For example: I remember a terrifying incident that occurred during the Christmas season when my daughter was 13 years old.


   We were trimming the tree when one of our guards   

        spotted two armed men in camouflage sneaking 
        through the underbrush toward our farmhouse.

        And because I had just recently received three 
        death threats, I rushed my daughter to a “safe 
        room” and held her in my arms as she shivered with 
        fear, tears filling her eyes. 
        The intruders escaped – were they assassins?  We’ll 
        never know, but believe me, the memory of my 
        beautiful innocent child having to face death has 
        never left my mind.


   You see, I live constantly “in harm’s way” because I am the founder of the Southern Poverty Law Center.  


And since you are a person with an unusual level of  social justice, you’ve probably heard about how we fight hatred and bigotry. 


But what you may not know is the fact that we have been, and continue to be the target of violent threats of death and intimidation.


Is it fair?  Of course not.  But fair or not, that’s the way it is. And my staff and family never complain.
                                                Page 2   


However, that being said, none of us have any particular interest in becoming martyrs.  And that is why I have asked our Board of Directors to increase, substantially, our budget for Personnel Security.


And I have asked our security chief to spare no expense in doing what is necessary to gather intelligence on those who would harm us and to provide increased professional level protection.


Which brings me quickly to the purpose of this letter:


I am urgently searching for new friends who will support our work as we invest in the cost of heightened security, for my family, my staff, and myself.  


Will you become one of my new friends?  

I do hope you will say “yes”, because:
                    Ten violent extremists imprisoned





for plots to kill me or harm the





Center have been released in the last





three years.
                    Security experts warn that





they or their allies might seek

     revenge. An associate of one convicted


felon was spotted near my home.
     Some have served their time.  But even more crucial is the fact that many of those imprisoned for attempts on my life are nearing release and may seek revenge against the Center.

Quite Frankly, on a personal note:

 
Some days I think about stepping away from the struggle for human rights and living out the rest of my days in quiet peace. 


But I could never do that.  My life will forever be dedicated to tracking and exposing violent extremists and defending those whose civil rights have been grossly violated. 
                                               Page 3

     And they, in turn will continue to vent their wrath against the Southern Poverty Law Center. As they have done time and time again. To wit:  
1983:   Members of the Ku Klux Klan firebombed my office,  

        trying to destroy evidence gathered in a Center 
        lawsuit against the Klan.  They were later sent to 
        prison.  (Before the blaze, the leader of the Klan 
        arsonists had tried to recruit a follower to          

        assassinate me at my home.)

        1984:  Neo-Nazis plotted to skin me alive before 

               murdering me.  They were not to be taken 

               lightly since they machine-gunned to death
               Denver radio talk show host Alan Berg. I was
               next on the hit list. 

1986:  Klansmen plotted to purchase an anti-tank missile to  

       Blow up the Center and kill me and my staff.


   1996:  Willie Ray Lampley, the leader of the 

               Oklahoma Constitutional Militia and two 

               followers plotted to blow up the Center with 

               an Oklahoma City-type bomb.

1999:  Neo-Nazi Chris Gilliam was arrested after buying 10 

       Hand grenades and saying that someone needed to 

       “kill Morris Dees.”  He is now serving time in 

       Federal prison, and scheduled to be released in

       2008.


All of which brings me to another worrisome fact:
We receive a death threat almost every day.


And I can report to you that the Center has a 24/7 security protection for our building, our staff, myself, and my family.  

    
Without our security program, I am certain that the Center would no longer exist, and I would not be alive.  


Not a morning passes that my newspapers are not first inspected and then hand delivered by highly trained security guards so that I will not be vulnerable to a bomb.
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Every night I can see the flashlights of our security team, protecting me and my loved ones from sniper fire.


(Because of the sensitive nature of our security system, I cannot mention some of the precautions we take, and some of the expensive high-tech equipment we use.)


    I am unable to live a normal life.  When there is a  

         birthday party in my house, all the guests must be 
         screened.  All routes I travel must be checked.  Any 
         vehicle I drive must be examined for a bomb.


    Simple things like eating in an outdoor restaurant,  

         or going to a sporting event or having a picnic 
         require special attention.

 
Perhaps – the time will come when I can walk out my door, like everyone in my neighborhood, concerned only with the weather.


But it seems that every new case we undertake brings more threats and danger – especially as hate groups carry out vicious attacks on migrants.
Every hour
someone commits a hate crime. 

Every day
at least eight blacks, three whites, three gays, three Jews and one Latino become hate crime victims.

Every week
a cross is burned.

     Hate in America is dreadful, daily, and constant.  The dragging death of a black man in Jasper, Texas -- the crucifixion of a gay man in Laramie.


And post-9.11 hate crimes against hundreds of Arab Americans, Muslim Americans and Sikhs are not "isolated incidents."  They are eruptions of a nation's intolerance.

Will it ever end?

Just recently we received death threats for representing a migrant worker who was pistol whipped by border vigilantes. 

And there is ample proof that the persecution of migrant workers is going to be the new battlefield for civil rights.
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Perhaps you saw a recent issue of USA Today, reporting on the front page about our lawsuit aimed at stopping the exploitation of immigrants recruited to work in the forestry industry.


And also we have launched a project aimed at ending gender discrimination and sexual harassment of immigrant women in the workplace.


Meanwhile, as vigilante groups patrol the U.S. borders, we are determined to defend the civil rights of immigrants and minorities, and risk bringing the wrath of the hate groups down on us. 

This makes it imperative that we increase our security budget, and all other items related to the safety of our staff, our families, and our headquarters.  


So I cordially invite you to join with other Americans who not only believe in tolerance and civil rights – but who are willing to contribute to our Center and enable us to defend those who cannot defend themselves.


Also – enclosed you will find a little card entitled,
 “A Note of Appreciation.”  I invite you to sign this card, and return it to me. 


And then I will show it to my staff, and share it with my family.  They’ll all be so encouraged to discover the depth of appreciation folks like you have for their determination to protect and preserve the human rights of all who are in our country.  


Perhaps you can send a gift of $35.  Or $50.  Or even $100.  


I will acknowledge your gift, and insure that you receive an enlightening array of informative items, including:
First:   A video of the powerful documentary entitled, 
         “Seeking Justice” – full of chilling stories about  
         how we took some of the country’s most notorious 
         racists to court and put them out of action. 

.

Second   The much praised INTELLIGENCE REPORT full of 
         inside information discovered by our team of 
         investigators, alerting you to current threats 
         from hate groups wherever they occur,  and used by 
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         law enforcement officials.

Third    And our SPLC Report, giving you breaking news and 
         insights on lawsuits being brought by Center 
         lawyers. 

And finally, I’d like to add your name to our Wall of Tolerance, located in the Visitor’s Center of the Civil Rights Memorial – the monument honoring those who died in the Civil Rights Movement, one block from the historic church where Dr. Martin Luther King preached his message of fairness and equality.

I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for reading this letter.







Sincerely,







Morris Dees                                                                        
                              Attorney at Law

P.S.
In quick summary:  I am asking you to become one of our new friends and sign your name to the “Card of Appreciation”, letting my staff and family know that you also stand with us as we seek justice and keep alive the struggle for civil rights. 
Also, I am asking you to send $#5, $50, $100, or as much as you possibly can, to help us defend all who cannot defend themselves, and protect our staff, family and property with increased security. 
In return, I’ll send you the “Seeking Justice” video and the most recent copies of the INTELLIGENCE REPORT, and the SPLC newsletter.

Then finally, I will add your name to the Wall of Tolerance.
I cherish your support.
Card of Appreciation

Outside:

You are much appreciated!

Inside:

Please keep on fighting hate, and standing up to intolerance and injustice.  Someone has to do it!  And I admire you for it!

Signed_________________________

Personal Reply 

PERSONAL REPLY MEMO

TO: Morris Dees

Southern Poverty Law Center

Dear Morris Dees…

Thank you for alerting me to the rapid escalation of threats of violence against yourself, your staff and your family.  I understand the need to increase your budget for Personnel Security, and I want to help you accomplish this goal and continue the Center’s defense of those whose civil rights are grossly violated.  
To support you and the Center as you launch new activities to defend the rights of immigrants I am taking the following action steps:

[ ] I have signed my card that says:  “You Are Much Appreciated!”  Please share it with your staff and family. 
[  ] I want to help meet the Center’s cost of increased Personnel Security, and investigating, exposing and suing those who are cheating and abusing migrants and taking them to court. .

I am enclosing my tax-deductible contribution in the amount of

[ ] $25* [ ]$50  [ ]$100  Other ______

*For a gift of $25 or more, you will receive  our “Seeking Justice” video and the most recent copies of the INTELLIGENCE REPORT, and the SPLC newsletter.

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to SPLC and return along with this Personal Reply Memo

to The Southern Poverty Law Center, Mail in the enclosed envelope to the personal attention of Morris Dees. Thank you.

<<000000000>> Southern Poverty Law Center • 400 Washington Avenue • Montgomery, AL 36104 <<000000000>>

Enclosure:  approx 7 X 9 yellow sheet with quotes from prominent Americans about SPLC.

Production notes:

1. Carrier:  “real mail” look.  Typerwriter font style addressing.  No bar codes above address. 

Top left corner:

Morris Dees

Southern Poverty Law Center

Address 

Bottom left corner:

Personal 
2. Letter: name, address and salutation personalized. 6 pages, print front and back.  Page numbers at top right.
Price out some kind of texture paper or something with a weave in it.

3. Card of Appreciation:  approx 5 X 7, tent fold

4.  Testimonial sheet.  Yellow, quotes in script.  Name of person in bold.  Print front and back.
