Dear Mrs. Jones,


It is my great pleasure to inform you that you have been inducted into the Project Hope Donor Hall of Fame.


This is an honor rarely bestowed, and is reserved exclusively for those individuals who have supported Project Hope for 10 years or more.


But, Mrs. Jones, you qualify!


And consequently I am mailing you the enclosed certificate as a quiet testimony to your long and faithful financial generosity and your exemplary loyalty.


Your name has been entered into the Donor Hall of Fame Record, at our Project Hope headquarters, in Millwood, Virginia, and will remain there permanently.      

     I’m so proud of you!  


However – since our mission is far from over -- after praising you, in my very next breath I must also urgently invite you to support our 50th Anniversary People-to-People Celebration.

And in just a moment I’ll explain exactly how you can do that.


But first, please let me quickly give you just one living and joyful example of what you have accomplished – and why your continued support is so absolutely essential.

His name is Suk, and because caring individuals

like you have empowered Project Hope through five 

decades or more, he is alive today.



But he barely escaped a painful death.

He was born with a heart that failed to pump blood properly throughout his body.   And so for 11 years he suffered from shortness of breath, fever, blood clots and terrible fatigue.  


His father and mother were migrants in Thailand – and so their son could never receive free public health services.  They expected him to die.


But then – one day they heard about Project Hope!  And discovered that children in financial need were sometimes selected for free surgeries and then cared for by nurses trained by Project Hope.


Can you imagine their tremendous joy when their son was taken aboard a U.S. Navy ship, and Project Hope volunteer surgeons, nurses and workers worked together to perform an operation that repaired Suk’s heart?   


Just one kid.  But that’s what Project Hope is all about.


And now, as we start our next 50 years, I am asking every one of our donors to recommit themselves to the challenge of carrying out our mission. 

So please begin by coming back with me to that moment

in history when our founder – a cardiologist named

Dr. Walsh – went to President  Eisenhower in 1958,

and said:
“There are a lot of people who don’t understand Americans and a lot of people who don’t like 

Americans. In fact, there’s a book called The Ugly American. And, Mr. President, with great respect toward you, this is not going to be solved by heads of state.” 


The rest is history.   


President Eisenhower gave Project Hope a navy ship called The Consolation. It was repainted white and renamed the S.S. Hope – and became a floating platform for volunteer American physicians and nurses, working side by side with local doctors and nurses – one port at a time, and in each port leaving behind:


1) Patients who had received the best of treatment. 


2) Local practitioners who had received the latest in 

        skills.


3) On the part of the citizens of that port, a far 

       different view of America.


(And may I interject just a brief personal anecdote here?  I remember those days when I received the Weekly Reader, or Life Magazine, or The Reader’s Digest -- and on the front page would be a color photograph of the great white hospital ship, the S.S. Hope.

That really inspired me, and so, after 30 years of a career in academic medicine, my childhood dream came true when I was invited to lead Project Hope in 2001.)  


Of course, today, instead of one ship visiting one port at a time, we have programs in 34 countries on five continents. 


 And even though the S.S. Hope has been long retired, we continue to partnership with the U.S. Navy, and our volunteers continue to make things happen as they share health, education, and humanitarian aid.


Wherever Project Hope goes, we are known as the Grand Facilitator –- bringing together academic medicine, the government, the Navy and volunteers.  

But please listen – something else is happening.

 We are breaking down cultural barriers.  We are creating trust.  You see, since 1958, we have been involved in what I call:

 The new diplomacy – “the diplomacy of doing.”

And so when people ask me if Project Hope can have a positive impact on U.S. foreign policy – I always answer, ‘Absolutely!’

And that’s because, even though the world no longer sees us as “the ugly American” – unfortunately, too often they see us as the all powerful -- uncaring American. 

However, a recent mission of the U.S. Navy’s hospital ship U.S.S. Mercy, with Project Hope medical volunteers onboard, appears to have healed more than just physical wounds, even though improving health and saving lives of people in need was our first priority. 

What happened was that a non-partisan research organization, “Care Free Tomorrow.” conducted a public opinion poll, after our medical volunteers moved on to another port.

Here’s what they discovered: 

There was remarkable consensus among the people

in those countries we visited that resulted in a
favorable and positive perception of America.

And that must continue!

I cannot tell you where the Navy ships will go next for security reasons.  But I can tell you that our “Hopies,” our volunteers, will be there – and in your name they will continue our mission.

In other words, in this world of unease and, yes – terror – Project Hope is breaking down barriers and building trust.

Can we leave the overseas image of America up to our heads of state, our political leaders, our journalists, our TV reporters?  You know the answer.

And so we have helped build children’s hospitals in China, Iraq, and South Africa.  We are in Russia.  In Poland. 

In more countries than I have time to list here, including Muslim countries and countries that are sworn enemies of the United States of America. Through it all, we continue:

“The diplomacy of doing” -- the new diplomacy.  

And to keep moving ahead, we need your continued support.  Right now.  More than ever. 

So – all of the above being said – I want to suggest two quiet but powerful ways you can help us celebrate our 50th anniversary – and recommit yourself to the mission of Project Hope.  

First of all -- I have enclosed for you a “People-to-People Sign and Return Card.”  This card carries a simple message that says:

“From me to you – people-to-people.

It’s my great pleasure to share with 

you a gift of health and hope.”
If you will sign and return this card to me, I’ll forward it to our volunteers, whether they be on a ship, in a children’s hospital, or in a medical training facility – regardless.  Wherever we are helping people, one person at a time.

And one of our volunteers will give your card to someone who comes to us in need.

It’s just a small act on your part.  But it’s a dramatic and long-term act of person-to-person diplomacy.  

It’s people-to-people.  It’s you to someone who needs you.

It’s “the diplomacy of doing.”  The new diplomacy.  

And then, the second way you can recommit yourself to our mission is to send a special 50th anniversary gift – and as always, I promise you that we will put your money to work effectively, and immediately. 

We urgently need additional financial support!

Quite frankly, right now we don’t have money to continue paying for program staff in Uzbekistan, and may have to close down our operations shortly.  Help us keep it open.

· We have several shipments of medical supplies ready to go and volunteers on hand, but what we urgently need right now is the money to deliver it where it is needed the most.

· Then there is childhood tuberculosis!  It is spreading fast, and there are drug and laboratory shortages, and poor testing.  Project Hope has been urgently requested to help.

· We need additional funds for a program currently starting from the ground up in Macedonia.  We must depend on the funds we receive from folks like you.

Quite frankly, there are very few people who contribute as much money as you do.  And there are very few who have contributed as long as you have.

Yet, here I am – and instead of just shaking your hand and patting you on the shoulder and saying, “It’s a job well done” ...

... I am constrained by my responsibilities as President of Project Hope to ask you to once again send a gift – a gift that perhaps might even represent a sacrifice on your part.

Perhaps you can send $XX, $XX, $XX, $XX or $XXX.  

And, after you do so, I hope you remember that – when it comes right down to it – it doesn’t really matter what America says.

What matters is what America does.

And I would not be so bold as to say that Project Hope is going to eliminate international terrorism.  But when you support Project Hope, you can know for a certainty that your gifts will be going toward “the diplomacy of doing.”  The new diplomacy.







Sincerely,







John P. Howe, III, M.D.







President & CEO

P.S.
Please let me mention again that the enclosed certificate honors your induction into the Project Hope Donor Hall of Fame, in recognition of your continued support for 10 years or more.


I wish we had more friends like you in this category, but the numbers are small.


And second, I hope you will help us celebrate our 50th Anniversary by signing and returning the enclosed People-to-People Sign and Return Card, so that it can be put in the hands of someone who urgently needs the healing and hope that comes from Project Hope.


Finally, it goes without saying that your special gift, right now, will help us celebrate our 50th Anniversary and empower us to move forward with vigor and with healing love.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWER LEAFLET

(photo of Dr. Faramand)


May I answer your questions?


As the Senior Vice President of Global Health Programs, I’m responsible for the development and management of Project Hope’s international medical and humanitarian assistance operations.


I have a passion for improving the health of children, women and men around the world.  It’s my pleasure to share with you the answers to some questions that people often ask me.

Question:   What does “HOPE” stand for?

Answer:    Health Opportunities for People Everywhere.

Question:   What does the ship in the Project Hope logo symbolize?

Answer:   The ship in the logo is the S.S. Hope, the world’s first peace-time hospital ship.

Question:  What is Project Hope’s basic philosophy?

Answer:   Go only where invited, and help people help themselves.

Question:   Where is the Project Hope headquarters?

Answer:    Project Hope’s International Headquarters is in Millwood, Virginia.

Question:   Are there additional Project Hope offices overseas? 

Answer:   Yes, there are offices in the United Kingdom and Germany, and in program sites in 30 countries around the world.   (Project Hope is also the publisher of Health Affairs, a peer review journal – and those offices are located in Bethesda, Maryland.)

Question:  When was Project Hope founded?

Answer:    Project Hope was founded in 1958.

Question:   Who is Dr. William B. Walsh, and why did he start Project Hope?

Answer:   Dr. Walsh was a medical officer aboard a destroyer during WWII, and saw the poor health conditions in the South Pacific.  He was troubled by the affliction and death of young children who could have easily been saved with the application of simple medical know how.  He envisioned a floating medical center that would bring health, education, and improved care to communities around the world.

So with $150, a dream, and the support of corporations and individuals, he persuaded President Eisenhower to transform a Navy ship into the S.S. Hope.  Thus, Project Hope was born.

Question:   What year was the S.S. Hope retired, and why?

Answer:    The S.S. Hope took its last voyage in 1974.  It was retired because of the ship’s age, rising fuel costs, and increasing calls for help from countries not accessible by sea.  

Question:   Does Project Hope still have a ship?

Answer:   Not really a ship of our own; however, we partner with the U.S. Navy and place medical volunteers aboard the Navy’s hospital ships, the USS Mercy and the U.S.S. Comfort.  Our programs are now primarily land-based.

Question:  Who are the “Hopies?”

Answer:  Hopies are anyone who has volunteered or worked for Project Hope – and that number includes over 5,000 health care professionals and volunteer educators, who have trained more than 2 million health care providers in countries overseas.

Question: How does Project Hope get the medicines they need to carry out their work around the world?

Answer:   Pharmaceutical companies donate more than $100 million worth of drugs and medical supplies and equipment every year to Project Hope.  All donated medicine is current, and must have a one year plus expiration.  

Question: If medicine is donated, then why are my gifts needed?

Answer:  Pharmaceutical companies are not involved in getting the donated medical supplies to the patients!  That’s our job, and that’s why we need gifts from our contributors.  For every dollar you give, 92% goes directly to providing health services.

Question:  How many countries has Project Hope worked in?

Answer:  More 90!  Too many to list here.

Question:  What is Project Hope’s mission?

Answer:  To achieve sustainable advances in health care around the world by implementing health education programs, conducting health policy research, and providing humanitarian assistance in areas of need.

Question:  I understand that President Eisenhower supported the work of Project Hope.  What about other Presidents?

Answer:   Here are a few quotes from U.S. Presidents:

Ronald Reagan said, “Project Hope is an American institution, created by the energies of many, sparked by the vision of one man and his wife.  Every day, in dozens of nations around the world, including our own, the people of Project Hope are teaching, healing, caring for, and indeed thinking about, other people ... this work must go on.”

Bill Clinton said, “Project Hope has provided medical training that has benefited thousands of people … your work serves as an example of the ability of an individual to touch the lives of many others.”

Jimmy Carter said, “You may be assured that your fine efforts will continue to inspire countless others for many years to come.”

George Bush, Sr., said, “Project Hope’s success in training thousands of doctors and nurses around the world is testimony to your dedication, skill, and generous regard for the health of people everywhere.”

Question:   I’m particularly interested in helping poor children escape the ravages of tuberculosis and so many other diseases.  What is the cost to vaccinate a child?

Answer:   Only $1.00 per child!

Photographs:

Use 6 to 10 photos with captions, in color. 

Photos to use are the ones on the web site that are in the slide show.  Lots of real good stuff.

SIGN AND RETURN CARD

From me to you … people-to-people
It’s my great pleasure to share with you a gift of health and hope.

CERTIFICATE

PROJECT HOPE

DONOR HALL OF FRAME

BE IT KNOWN THAT 


Robert Jones

has been duly inducted into the Project Hope Donor Hall of Fame.

In grateful recognition of more than 10 years of generous support and commitment to the mission of Project Hope.

Approved in grateful appreciation by the Project Hope Board of Directors.

John P. Howe, III, M.D. 

President & CEO

REPLY FORM

ATTN:
Dr. John P. Howe, III, M.D.

YES!  I wish to continue my commitment to the work of Project Hope.  I deeply believe in the “diplomacy of doing” – the new diplomacy.

Please use my gift to empower the volunteers and staff of Project Hope to continue teaching, healing, caring for, and touching with love, people around the world.  The work must go on – and indeed accelerate!

Enclosed please find my gift in the amount of:

[     ]
I wish to help Project Hope celebrate its 50th 

Anniversary by signing and returning to you the “People-to-People Sign and Return Card.”  Please have one of your volunteers give it to a child, woman or man, who is in urgent need of medical attention.

[     ]
I do not wish to sign and return the “People-to-

People Sign and Return Card,” but I do wish to
continue my commitment to Project Hope.

