Project HOPE logo and identification

(handwritten)

I’m sending you these “I Love America” addressing labels,

because I believe you are a person who truly loves America.

                                                                          John!
Dear Friend:


I invite you to help me show the world what a compassionate and caring country we really are. 


Regretfully, much of the world today sees us as the all-powerful, uncaring Americans with Abrams tanks, and Apache helicopters, and cruise missiles?

Let’s give the world a different image!


And here’s how you can begin:  Enclosed you will find a special “People-to-People” card.  On that card you’ll find a small message that says:




It’s my great pleasure to share with

                      
you a gift of health and hope.”

If you will sign that card, and send it back to me, I’ll give it to one of our Project HOPE medical volunteers.  In turn, they will give your “People-to-People” card to a person overseas who urgently needs medical treatment.


                      Perhaps a kid like Suk, for example,

                                who was born with a heart that failed

                                to pump blood properly throughout his body.

Since his father and mother were migrants in Thailand, he could never receive free public health service.  So for 11 painful years he suffered from shortness of breath, fever, blood clots, terrible fatigue – and his parents expected him to die any day.  


But then -- they heard about Project HOPE!  And discovered that children in financial need were sometimes selected for free surgeries and then cared for by nurses trained by Project HOPE.


Can you imagine their tremendous joy when their son was taken aboard a U.S. Navy ship and Project HOPE volunteer surgeons, performed an operation that repaired Suk’s heart?


And that happened because caring individuals like you empowered Project HOPE to help just one kid, one family.  But then, that’s what Project HOPE is all about.  People-to-people.  


And it’s changing the image of America overseas, one person at a time!


Quickly – I’ll tell you how it all started -- when a cardiologist named Dr. Walsh went to President Eisenhower in 1958 and said, 

“There are a lot of people who don’t understand Americans and a lot of people who don’t like Americans..And, Mr. President, with great respect toward you, this is not going to be solved by heads of state.” 


The rest is history.   


President Eisenhower gave Project Hope a navy ship that had been mothballed after World War 11, and it was repainted and named the S.S. Hope.  It became the world’s first floating hospital – staffed by doctors, nurses, and medical specialists --all volunteers  as they still are today -- working side by side with doctors and nurses in other countries.

(Perhaps you remember when you received your Weekly Reader, or Life Magazine, or The Reader’s Digest -- and on the front page would be a color photograph of the great white hospital ship, the S.S. Hope.)

Today – 50 years later – the S.S. Hope has long been retired, but Project HOPE is still on U.S. Navy ships, and also we have programs in 34 countries on five continents.

And we have assisted in building children’s hospitals in China, Iraq, and South Africa.  We are in Russia. In Poland.

  
And wherever Project HOPE goes, we are known as

The grand Facilitator – bringing together academic medicine,

the government, the Navy, and American volunteers.

But wait – something else is happening!

· We are breaking down cultural barriers.

· We are creating trust.

· We are involved in the new diplomacy – “the diplomacy of doing.”

And so when people ask me if Project HOPE can have a positive impact on U.S. foreign policy, I always answer, 

“Absolutely!”

And that’s because, even though the world may no longer see us as “the ugly American,” unfortunately too often they see us as the all powerful, uncaring American.

Let’s change that image!  And we can – and in fact we are.  Here’s proof:

Just recently, after our medical volunteers left a port and moved on to another port, a non-partisan research organization called “Care Free Tomorrow” conducted a public opinion poll. 

Here’s what they discovered: 

There was remarkable consensus among the people…

that resulted in a favorable and positive perception of America.

I’m not going to be so bold as to say that Project HOPE is going to put a stop to international terrorism.  But I am bold enough to tell you that, in this world of unease and, yes, terror, Project HOPE is breaking down barriers and building trust.

That must continue!  And it is -- in more countries than I have time to list here, including Muslim countries and countries that are sworn enemies of the United States of America.

The new diplomacy is working!  “The diplomacy of doing.” 
You can have a part in this!  Just sign and return the enclosed “People-to-People” card, and I’ll forward it to our volunteers, whether they be on a ship in a children’s hospital or in a medical training facility  . . . wherever we are helping people, one person at a time.

And one of our volunteers will give your card to someone who comes to us in great need.  It’s people-to-people.  It’s you to someone who needs you.

It’s the new diplomacy – “the diplomacy of doing.” 

And then, also please send a generous contribution to Project HOPE.

· Right now we urgently need funds to pay for our program staff in Uzbekistan, because we may have to close down our operation shortly if we don’t have additional resources.

· And we have several shipments of medical supplies ready to go, but we don’t have the funds necessary to ship them.

· And we have volunteers, eager to give up their vacations, or take a long sabbatical leave from their work – with no pay!

· And we’ve been asked in several countries to join in the fight against fast spreading childhood tuberculosis. 

We urgently need to find new friends – who will

       
send $20.  Or $30.  Or $50.  Or $100.  Or even more!
Please do!  Because, when it comes right down to it, it doesn’t really matter what America says.  What matters is what America does.

And when you support Project HOPE, you will know for a certainty that your gifts will be going toward the new diplomacy – “diplomacy of doing”. 






Sincerely,






John P. Howell, III, M.D.






President and CEO

P.S.
The enclosed “I Love America” addressing labels are yours to use, without  

obligation.  
But also I am cordially inviting you to say, “I Love America” in a most unusual way by signing and returning to me the enclosed “People-to-People” card, so that one of our volunteers can give it to an individual overseas who urgently needs medical attention.


And that one small act on your part, along with your gift of love -- $20, $30, 

$50, $100, or more -- will help change the image of America, and will be a quiet testimony to your belief in the great American traditions of sharing and caring.

REPLY FORM

I want to say “I Love America!”

ATTN:
Dr. John P. Howell, III

YES!  I wish to help Project HOPE carry on its legacy of 50 years of being The Grand Facilitator, and help you go on changing America’s image overseas by helping people one person at a time.

Enclosed please find my gift in the amount of:

[   ]
I have signed my People-to-People card, and I am returning it to you. 

Please forward it to a volunteer overseas, so that they can present it to an individual who comes to Project HOPE in urgent need of medical attention.

[    ]
I do not wish to sign the “People-to-People” card, but I do wish to make

a gift to Project HOPE, as indicated above.

PRODUCTION NOTES

Carrier Envelope

--
Design can be artist’s choice.

--
Have the labels show on the front of the envelope, and address on the flap

side with a window.

· teaser:

Inside:  discover how you can say


“I Love America”

    And help change our image overseas.

Labels

--
The American flag and the slogan, “I Love America.”

--
The labels need to be large enough that the flag, the slogan and the person’s name can be clearly identified.

Letter

--
4 pages, 2 sheets.  Put a thin red line around each page

--
Letterhead at the top of page 1

--
Under that handwriting in red

--
Text in Times New Roman 14 pt

Enclosures

1)
People-to-People card

Same text and format as used in the October Donor Appeal.

2)
A digested version of the questions and answers leaflet, with copy and photographs.

