Morris Dees

Attorney at Law
Please let me quickly explain
why I am forwarding to you
the enclosed card that reads:

                                  “This is Not the Real America.” 
Dear Friend:  


The reason is a migrant worker that we’ll call “Antonia, to protect her and her family from any possible  retaliation. 


You see, Antonia is a victim of Katrina. 


 However, she did not lose her home or livelihood because of the destructive hurricane.      Instead, she lost her human rights and the money she urgently needs to feed her two children...

... because of a company that is making a huge profit from the Katrina cleanup program.


Her story begins in the aftermath of Katrina. She is a Mexican, a legal resident of New Orleans, and an unskilled labor, and she was hired by a major U.S. company. she says:

          “Every day we got to work at 7 a.m. and left at 5 p.m. pulling out the filthy things   

                       that were  covered in mold.  They smelled awful.”

     But after working for several days, scrubbing and scraping mud and toxic contamination from flooded buildings, she needed money for her kids.

“The company owners kept telling us that  we were going to receive our   

            checks —  first it was Monday and then it was going  to be Wednesday.
 And so Antonia and waited with her co-workers in a long line for their desperately needed paychecks from 6 p.m. until 2 a.m. That, after working all day!

However, when she finally got to the  front of the line, she was told that she would have to wait until another day to get her check.


She fell apart.  And rightly so.  She began crying and the boss, “You’re abusing us.” In return, the boss yelled at the four security guards, “Kick this woman out of here!”

             It was Christmas time.  Her children needed some cloths and food, and at least some small presents under the tree.  but it didn’t happen.  and Antonia says:


                     I had to go without a cent.  Now, two months later, I still haven’t

              received a single check for that work.”    


The bottom line here: she was the tragic and innocent victim of companies with direct FEMA or other government contracts, who use a clever subcontractor system in order to cheat workers and make as much profit as possible, lining their pockets with public money while immigrants doing the backbreaking clean-up work are being ruthlessly exploited.

So let me ask you:  Aren’t we are a better nation than to tolerate the cheating and abuse of the least of those among us?”


I say we are, and that’s why I am requesting you to sign the enclosed card that says:




 “This Is Not the Real America”
Then, each time I or another lawyer from the Southern Poverty Law Center takes on a case to stop the abuse or cheating or physical threats aimed at people like Antonia and other immigrants,  we’ll give them a card to let them know that they are not alone.

         Given what’s happening down here in the South and elsewhere in America, it’s once again time for people like you and me to fight for justice together.
I am absolutely certain that if Dr. Martin Luther King were alive today, he would be right down there in New Orleans, determined to protect the rights of migrant workers! 
              He reminded us a generation ago that:


          “It is a crime to live in this rich nation and receive starvation wages.” 


So – all the above, and more, -- is why, here at the Southern Poverty Law Center, we have established one of the boldest initiatives in our history, called:

                                          The Immigrant Justice Project


Our mission is, specifically, to ensure that the rights of immigrant workers are protected in the South. And in fact, to date, we are the only ones providing legal representation to immigrants in the South.

             In plain English: The abuse of immigrants is one of the most burning civil rights and   

             human rights issues today.

Meanwhile, back in New Orleans, lured by promises of steady work and fair wages, thousands of migrant men and women have arrived ready to work, expecting nothing more than the wages and working conditions they’ve been promised. What they’ve found is deceit and exploitation.  

· After working seven days a week in difficult and contaminated settings, migrant workers are being systematically underpaid or not paid at all.

· When the checks don’t come, workers go hungry and are left homeless.

· Workers face serious health risks from hazardous working conditions—toxic mold, asbestos, snakes, and rodents.

· When they’re injured, migrants are typically denied government benefits available to most other workers. 

While workers go hungry, major U.S. companies are collecting fat government checks and hiding behind their worker’s fear of retaliation, a corrupt contracting system, and the general chaos that reins in New Orleans.

I realize that there is a new generation of right-wing leaders who embrace racist rhetoric, and who hang pistols on their hips and patrol the borders – even shooting Mexicans as they cross into the USA.

But here at the Southern Poverty Law Center we’re not involved in the politics of the immigration issue.  Instead, we are involved in protecting the rights of those immigrants who are here with us and who are suffering.   

That’s why we have filed class action suits in Washington, DC, with the U.S. Department of Labor, with the intent to force the government to fulfill its obligation to protect workers involved in the reconstruction process following the Katrina disaster.

And why we are also suing those companies involved in the Katrina clean-up program who have failed to fairly compensate immigrant workers who do the dirty jobs no one else will do.

Will you help us in this new civil rights struggle?

I believe that the abuse of immigrants, right now, is the most significant current civil rights  and human rights issue facing our country.

We should be outraged  -- because the same lawlessness today exists across the South against migrants as it once did against black farm workers during the days of Jim Crow segregation.

As one farm owner recently said, making his point very clear:

        “We had our slaves until the Civil War.             

        Then we had our tenant farmers.

        And now we have our migrant workers.”

And this is why I urge you to sign the “This Is Not the Real America” card to Antonia  and the other victims of this racist abuse.

I also hope you will then make a contribution to the Southern Poverty Law Center, because we can’t let some, who care for profit far more than justice and decency, cheat the migrant workers, simply because they think they can get away with it.

Yes, some immigrants are illegal.  Some are not.  But all are entitled to the same basic human rights as everyone that sets foot here in the United States of America.

Please help us protect the human rights of migrant workers.

We know how to stand up for the rights of the underdog.  We’ve been doing it since 1971 when we took on the lynching and other hate crimes of the Ku Klux Klan and put them out of business.  And we did the same a decade later with Aryan Nation and other equally despicable hate groups.
Our offices have been firebombed. I have been the recipient of many serious death threats, as has my family. Our staff works under threats and intimidation. But we keep going.  And individuals like you have enabled us to, because you believed in our mission. Believed in justice and equality.
So I invite you to support our work with your tax deductible contribution of $_______, $________, $______ or $___________ will be  helping us put an end to the false sense of patriotism that is fueling violent, anti-immigrant behavior across America.

The Center Gets Results.  And You will Receive Fascinating, Inside Information, Alerting You to Current Threats Wherever they Occur.

All of this information plus the insights of our team of investigators will be sent to you in the much-praised INTELLIGENCE REPORT which is also used by law enforcement officials.

And, through the Center’s newspaper, The SPLC Report. and informative website you will receive free of charge the latest information and insights on law suits being brought by Center lawyers.

I look forward to hearing from you.

                                                                           Sincerely,

                                                                            Morris Dees

                                                                                       Co-Founder and Chief Trial Counsel                                                                                   

                                                                                       Southern Poverty Law Center

P.S.: As I mentioned,  “Antonia” is not her real name, and various facts have been changed to protect her from retaliation.

But still, she is a victim of Katrina, duped by a greedy corporation intent on making a huge profit from the aftermath of the hurricane.

So please sign the enclosed “This is Not the Real America” card and send it back to me and we’ll give it to Antonia and other migrant workers whose civil rights and human rights have been grossly abused.

Also – send a gift of $____ or $____ or $____ if you possibly can.  We urgently need to find new friends who will help us move forward with the The Immigrant Justice Project.

Yellow Life Note

Copy on outside:

Please read this note before you decide to say “No” to helping protect the civil rights and human rights of migrant workers.

Inside copy:

They firebombed my office.  Our records were destroyed, but from the ashes we got organized again and ended up putting the Ku Klux Klan into bankruptcy and out of business. 

I live with vicious death threats.  I stopped counting them long ago. And organized plans to kill me have been thwarted. 

Convinced that children aren’t born with hatred in their hearts, but they have to be taught how to hate, I started the Teaching Tolerance Project.  We now reach more than 80,000 schools in America and millions of young people.

Now, instead of just resting on our laurels here at the Center we feel compelled to build our new The Immigrant Justice Project because America desperately needs a positive force to stand for true American values of equality and justice.  Something to counter the dark force of intolerance, hate and exploitation that is out there..
Right now we have Americans who celebrate Hitler’s birthday.  That is their constitutional right.  But they don’t have the right to commit violent acts against migrant workers.

And we have corporations seriously intent on making a profit.  That is their right.  But they don’t have the right to make that profit by cheating and abusing migrant workers.

  Sadly, our country is still divided along the lines of race and religion. That’s why this is all happening.

And there are those in our country who still fan the flames of racial hatred and bigotry. 

Antonia’s story in the enclosed letter is just one example.  If you’ll come along with me, I’ll give you frequent reports and updates on our progress and how – together – we can make a real and positive difference in America.

Thanks for reading this note.

Morris

PERSONAL REPLY MEMO

TO: Morris Dees

Southern Poverty Law Center

Dear Morris Dees…

Thank you for alerting me to the rapid escalation of mistreatment, abuse, and downright

cheating of migrant workers by big companies making billions from their outrageous actions —especially those involved in the cleanup and restoration of New Orleans and other areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

To support you and the Center in this new civil rights struggle, I am taking the following action steps:

I have signed my card that says:  “This Is Not The Real America”  Please give it to Antonia or another victim of deceit and abuse as you launch you’re the Immigrant Justice Project to protect workers involved in the Katrina reconstruction.

I am enclosing my tax-deductible contribution in the amount of

$15 $20 $25 $35 $50 $100 Other ______

to help meet the Center’s cost of investigating and exposing those who

are cheating and abusing migrants and taking them to court, and for its

other work.

Please keep me posted on the progress of our new civil rights efforts

on behalf of powerless immigrants who are suffering and send me free

of charge my personal copy of the Intelligence Report and the Center’s

newspaper, the SPLC Report.

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to SPLC and return along with this Personal Reply Memo

to The Southern Poverty Law Center, Mail in the enclosed envelope to the personal attention of Morris Dees. Thank you.
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