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    Mercy Ships Bon Voyage Prospect 

                      HERE’S HOW YOU CAN SAY

            “BON VOYAGE!”

            AND SHARE YOUR LOVE WITH A

               MERCY SHIPS VOLUNTEER
Dear Friend:

      Looking for a new and adventurous way to bring hope and healing to the world’s poorest people?

      If so –- don’t pack your suitcase.  Don’t sell your house and car.  Don’t quit your job.  Don’t say goodbye to your loved ones and your friends and your neighbors.

     And that’s because I’m not asking you to sign up and sail away as a short or long term volunteer on one of our Mercy Ships.

     However you can still help bring God’s love to sick and dying children and adults—and sail away in spirit!

     And you can do this by the simple act of signing the enclosed Bon Voyage card and returning it to me, Don Stephens, Founder and CEO, here at Mercy Ships Headquarters in Garden Valley, Texas.

     Then, I will see to it that your Bon Voyage card it gets into the hand of an actual real life volunteer -- a person who has deferred, or given up entirely a comfortable and secure job to join the crew of a Mercy Ship – a fantastic floating hospital, serving the world’s poor and needy free of charge.

Volunteers like Peter and Nancy Wonder of Modesto, California, for example.

    They both took a giant leap of faith, selling their house, selling both of their cars, resigning from well paying jobs and even placing their dogs in foster homes!

     They signed on to the Caribbean Mercy Ship for an undetermined length of time, eager to use their medical skills to serve sick and needy people in third world countries.

     According to Nancy, a registered nurse, their biggest adjustment was moving from a 1,600 square foot house to a 49 foot square foot room on the Mercy Ship.

    Peter, a Nurse Practitioner, didn’t mind the small cabin with a single porthole as much as his wife, because, as he said:

     “We gave up temporary stuff. What we are gaining here…are eternal things.  You forget about the big changes and the risks you are taking for leaving everything behind, when you see the looks on the faces of the people we help”.

     You see, Mercy Ships volunteers are absolutely

    unique!

   They serve anywhere from two weeks to several years.  And pay their own expenses, either out of their personal savings or from donations from their friends and family.

     In fact, every crew  member on each of our three Mercy Ships is a volunteer -- medical doctors, teachers, agricultural experts, water engineers, deckhands, general hygiene specialists, orthopedic surgeons, medical technicians, x-ray technicians, cooks, dentists…and more.

    All in all it’s just amazing how these people come together and pool their God-given talents, each with a specialty to offer, each person dedicated, self-sacrificing, even willing to put up their life’s savings.

    And for what?  The opportunity to participate in miracles – to change lives.

     I wish you could visit one of our three Mercy Ships, the Anastasis, or the African Mercy, or the Caribbean Mercy. Each one is a floating hospital, with state of the art surgical, medical and dental facilities, serving the world’s most poor and needy, and yes, always free of charge.

    Our ships visit ports that are half forgotten or unheard of:  Benin.  Sierra Leone.  New Caledonia.  Haiti.  Latvia.

     After the Mercy Ship drops anchor, then the real work begins.

    And the real rewards!  Imagine bringing sight to a blind little 13-year-old girl named Rosa.  Her eyes were completely glazed over with cataracts.  But she was operated on for a cost of just $150.00!  The operation was successful, and she told our doctors that when she regained her eyesight:

     “I am going to school so I can learn how to read.” 

     And that is just one amazing little miracle of many I want to share with you.  Like nine-year-old Edoh, who lived with a terrible tumor  sprouting from the side of her face.

    It robbed her a chance for an education.  It threatened her life, because it almost suffocated her.  She was shunned by her relatives and neighbors, who were convinced that she was cursed.

         But the Mercy Ships medicals team removed the tumor in an eight

     hours surgery and few years later, you should see her smile!

     And then there is little Alitrane, who had an eye that was eaten up by a growth on the side of his head.  He was laughed at and teased by the other kids.  But Mercy Ships doctors removed the growth and fitted him with an artificial eye.  A new life for him?  Absolutely!

             Or consider Rejoyce, who had a growth in her mouth that was slowly strangling her to death.  Her family was ashamed to her.  Neighbors feared that she was possessed by an evil spirit.  But now -- she has a chance to live a normal life.

       So if you wonder why these volunteers give up a comfortable life and sign on as a crewmember of one of the three Mercy Ships -- the above stories are just a few of the reasons.

     And when you multiply these stories by hundreds and thousands you begin to see what this is all about.

May I tell you how it all started?

    I spent many years ministering to poor people in third world countries – and my wife, (name?), a registered nurse, and I had a God inspired vision of by bringing healing and hope to people who have medical needs they can never afford to have treated.

       We imagined a floating hospital, with a crew of dedicated volunteers, and doctors and other medical professionals who would perform cataract surgery and facial reconstruction and orthopedic surgeries and much more.

     And we imagined these highly motivated and skilled professionals volunteering without a salary! And actually paying up to $550.00 a month toward the cost of their own room and board on a Mercy Ship.

     It had never been done before – in such magnitude – taking a fully equipped hospital to a seaport where people were suffering and sick and dying from untreated medical emergencies.    

     So, finally, we were able to get the funding together, and bought the first Mercy Ship in l978. And the rest is history.

     But who pays the bills?

     Not the patients.  They pay absolutely nothing.  No fees. No hidden costs. It’s all free of charge for the neediest of the needy.

     And of course, even though the volunteers pay their own way or raise their expenses from among their friends, they can’t afford to pay for the cost of medication and surgery out of their own pockets.

     So the bottom line here is that we absolutely must search for special individuals who will volunteer to share their blessings, and provide us with the funds to purchase medical supplies and surgical gloves and state of the art operating rooms and inoculations for children.

     Will you be one of those special individuals? 

     And will you send a gift of love and compassion to Mercy Ships?  

     I can assure you that a full 100% of your contribution will go toward providing medicines and supplies for the Mercy Ships.  100%. There are no deductions from your gift for overhead because every member of our staff pays his or her own expenses.  

     And even the cost of this letter and the paper and the postage has been provided for by a generous benefactor.

     That means that your gift – all of it -- will be used directly for bringing healing and hope and God’s love to unfortunate people who otherwise would be destined to a life of misery and wretchedness, and in many cases, an early death. Just imagine! 

      For $25 you can give a Gift of Immunization to help protect five children against diseases that can lead to sickness, blindness, and an early death.

            For $50 you can give a Gift of Dental Care – for five people – who are suffering from pain and abscessed gums, and impacted wisdom teeth. 

           For $100 you can give a Gift of a Prosthetic Limb and new hope to a person who otherwise would go through life crippled and unable to make a living.

            For $125 you can give a Gift of Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery. In much of the world a child born with a cleft lip will only live a few years before succumbing to a painful death.

          For $150 you can give a Gift of Eye Surgery – because 50% of all blind people in impoverished countries could have their sight restored by surgery, with the special equipment and skilled volunteer ophthalmologists on a Mercy Ship.

            For $200 you can give a Gift of Tumor Removal, because Mercy Ships can deliver a life-changing tumor surgery, and save a person from being outcast and ostracized.

         Amazing, isn’t it?  

    And when you reflect that 35,000 children will die from diseases because of poverty and malnutrition, and two out of five people on the on this planet go to bed hungry at night – and an unbelievable one billion people live in a state of absolute, hopeless poverty…

It all makes you wonder -- How did we here in America get to be so lucky?

     When was the last time you saw someone living in fear and desperation, with contaminated drinking water and starving and sick or blind or crippled and no chance anything more?

    Reminds me of the old song, “Count your many blessings, name them one by one…”

      And this brings me back to the enclosed Bon Voyage card. 

     Please just sign your name to it so that I can give it to one of our volunteers and let them know that, back home, folks like you are with in spirit and love?

     And, when you return your Bon Voyage card, please also use the enclosed reply coupon entitled “My gift to Mercy Ships”, to indicate the amount of gift you wish to make. 

     You can send a check or you can fill out the credit card form.  Your gift will be tax deductible and as I said, will be used 100% to help the patients who so urgently need the healing miracles of the Mercy Ships.

     I would love to hear from you.

                                      Sincerely,








   Don Stephens








   Founder and CE)

P.S. Please sign your Bon Voyage card right now, and return it to me so I can put it into the hands of a Mercy Ships volunteer.

And also, please send a gift of $25, $50, $100, $125, $150, or even as much as $200, with the understanding that 100% of your gift will go to provide hope and healing for patients who come to Mercy Ships.

REPLY FORM

My gift to the Mercy Ships.

(Please fill out this form and bring hope and healing and make a lasting difference in a world of need.)

Attention – Don Stephens:  Yes!  I want to help keep the Mercy Ships afloat, dropping anchor, and serving poor and needy children and adults. I understand that 100% of my gift will go to provide medical treatment and supplies and there will be no deduction for overhead.  May God bless you and your work as you labor to help sick and dying people who couldn’t afford to be treated otherwise.

Enclosed please find my gift in the amount of:

( ) $25 (For a Gift of Immunization)

( ) $50  (for a Gift of Dental Care)

( ) $100 (For a Gift of Prosthetic Limbs)

( ) $125 (For a Gift of Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery)

( ) $150  (For a Gift of Eye Surgery)

( ) $200  (For a Gift of Tumor Removal)

( ) $______________(To be used where most needed)

( )  I have signed and enclosed a Bon Voyage card. Please put in the hands of a volunteer on one of your Mercy Ships.

( )  I do not wish to sign the Bon Voyage card but I do you want to make a gift to Mercy Ships.

CREDIT CARD FORM

Production notes.

      This is going to be and eight-page illustrated letter

The photos will be in color.

Carrier Envelope  

Direct addressing on a fake green label.

In upper left corner of fake label position a small version of the offical Mercy Ship logo.

In upper left corner of the carrier position a second fake label, with a color photo of the ship that has the words, Mercy Ship on it.

Lower left corner of carrier, in a distinctive type, the copy:

Bon Voyage card enclosed.

     Letter

White 8 ½ x 11. Eight pages, 4 sheets

      Position boat with the word Mercy Ships at the top in color. 

Below that position the headline. 

The letter will have photos positioned according to the copy.  I’ll do a thumbnail after the copy has been approved.  Please imagine the copy with photos as you review it.  

All of the photographs will come from the website and I will copy each photograph along with the www.address.

Bon Voyage card 

This will be as large as possible to fit into the number 10.

Lightweight card stock. 

On the front of the card will be a cartoon type illustrated drawing of a ship on the high seas riding the waves and under that the wording: 

Bon Voyage

Copy for inside:

Here’s wishing you God speed as you take up your duties as a volunteer on the Mercy Ships.

Your dedication and sacrifice is much appreciated by those of us back here at home and you will be much in our thoughts and prayers.

May god protect you as you and bring hope and healing and comfort to the world’s poorest or the poor.

Reply Form

approximately 8½ x 7½ with a single fold.   

Beside each dollar amount there will be a box and a photograph illustrating the item.

Green paper with a red border around it.

At the bottom will be the donor name and address.  

There will be a small re-production of the official Mercyships logo along with the name and mailing address of Mercy Ships.

On the back of the form would be the legal and the disclaimers.  Also on the back will be small photographs and quotes from President and Mrs George Bush, Prime Minister Tony Blair, President Ronald Reagan, President Jimmy Carter.

Reply Envelope

Standard size and format

White

Lower left corner in type:

Attention: Don Stephens

