                                              KidsPeace


         Here’s a Most unusual Birthday Card!
                                    (But It’s Not For You to Keep!)
Dear Friend,
Strange as it seems, instead of keeping the enclosed birthday card, I’m asking you to open it up, and sign your first name -- just your first name -- at the bottom.

Then, please send it back to me!  I promise you, I’ll do something very important with it. You see, I’m responsible for a whole lot of youngsters here at KidsPeace. And we only do one thing -- we repair the lives of kids who have been damaged. 
And we don’t just give them a few words of inspiration and a pat on the back and send them on their way. Instead, we give them absolutely all the essentials they need -- food, clothing, education, love, you name it.

And talking about love -- that’s where this birthday card comes in.  In brief, I want to give the birthday card you sign to a boy or girl who may pretend, that, “Birthday? No big deal.” But down deep? Yes, it is a big deal.  They care. 
They are just like you and I. They want to be loved. (They need to be loved!) They want to be remembered in a special way. Believe me, they know what it is like to be ignored, to be beaten, to be violated, to be abused.

And for most of them, a birthday can be, secretly, deep down in their hearts, a time when they really, really feel alone and abandoned and forgotten.

So wouldn’t it be wonderful if I could have a drawer full of birthday cards, signed by folks like you, who want to share their love with these kids?

And then when their birthdays comes around, I’ll give them a special party
and some presents -- and top it all off with a stack of birthday cards, and I’ll tell them:
“Just look here at all the folks who are thinking about you!” They’ll absolutely love it!

Kids like little Judy, for example.

When she came to us, she couldn’t remember her birthday ever being celebrated. But she could remember how she was repeatedly abused by her drunken stepfather, and totally ignored by her alcoholic mother. So there wasn’t much worth celebrating in her young life.

Finally, one winter night she was so severely beaten by her mother’s new boyfriend that she had to be rushed to the hospital emergency room with multiple internal injuries.
Fortunately, the hospital referred her to us here at KidsPeace, and she 
became our total responsibility, and yes, soon after she came to us, she had a birthday and it was a very special day. Free of pain. Free of fear. And full of delightful hugs and kisses and birthday cards. And at last, she felt -- and she was -- adored.

It got to me.

And I believe that the birthday card you sign can help a kid like Judy begin
to repair some of the emotional scars on their lives and help them learn to trust and 
to understand that they have finally found real love. 

So I must ask you once again:  Will you sign this birthday card?

And if your answer is “yes” then perhaps you can also share your love and your blessings with a thoughtful gift of $20, or $30, or $50 or $100, or more.

I pledge to you that your generosity will be carefully administered because KidsPeace is the national leader in caring for children who have lost their way.

We don’t just “talk about helping kids.” We do it. They live right here with 
us in warm and caring homes and go to school on our campus and our 
dedicated professionals get them involved in art and music and sports.

May I hear from you?  Thanks so much for letting me share these few moments with you.  And, thanks in advance for caring about our kids!
Sincerely,

C.T. O’Donnell II

President and CEO

P.S. Please remember, instead of keeping the enclosed birthday card, I’m asking you to sign your first name to it and send it back to me.  And then I’ll give it to a kid who is celebrating a birthday -- and what a glorious event that will be!

Also, when you return your signed birthday card, if you possibly can, please send a gift of $20, $30, $50, $l00 or more. My kids really need you!

P.P.S. And by the way, also enclosed you’ll find a special little bookmark, with a heart-touching verse on it, written by one of our KidsPeace youngsters. It’s just a small gift from our hearts to yours.

Judy Letter Reply Form Copy

Attention:  C.T. O’Donnell

Thank you for telling me about the remarkable work that KidsPeace is doing with the youngsters that come to you.  And yes!  I want to help young people in crisis find the road to happiness.  That’s why I am enclosing my gift in the amount of:

