Mrs. J. McCready
24 Skye Drive

Cumbernauld

Glasgow

Lanarkshire

G67 INZ
Dear MrsMcCready,

You are such a very special person! 

 And your wonderful, unselfish gifts show just how much you truly love the dogs and the cats and all the other animals.


                    So let me quickly tell you how you
                              can help these precious creatures even  


          more:


                     Stop sending us checks!


Yes, it’s true! 

 And you can stop sending us checks when you join with other Pet Rescue Partners and authorize IFAW to make a small, automatic deduction from your current account, once each month.  It’s just that easy!


You’ll be saving us money, because your monthly gift will significantly reduce our check processing costs.


Also, you’ll be saving yourself a whole lot of time, paper and stamps,  month in and month out. 

              But there is an even more important reason
                        for asking you to become a Pet Rescue 



   Partner. 

 You see, when you become a Pet Rescue Partner, I can be certain that I’m going to receive a gift from you each month.  And with that certainly, then I can be ready and say “Yes” to just about any emergency that arises!


For example: do you remember the annual horrible and cruel Russian bear hunt?

  We were able to rescue 100 baby bears whose mothers had been shot by “sport” hunters invading their dens.  But what were we going to do with these 100 baby bears?  


When this situation arose, I quickly made a vital decision, based on my certainty of receiving regular monthly gifts from my Pet Rescue Partners, that I would rush these bears to the Orphan Bear Project that IFAW has supported since 1996. 


This project is deep in the forest, 450 kilometers northeast of Moscow, and there the little bear cubs are bottle-fed every four hours with gloved hands to cover the human scent.  When they are grown up, they’ll be taught to forage and be released into protected reserves.


Please remember that the bear cubs we fail to rescue will end up either starving to death or they’ll be sold to street photographers in Moscow and be subjected to terrible torture and humiliation.  


And by the way, if this news about the Russian bear hunts really upsets you, here’s something you can do, right now!


Send the enclosed postcard that protests the hunt to the Russian President Vladimir Putin, asking him to come up with anti-cruelty legislation to help stamp out these hunts once and for all.

Meanwhile…here’s another example of how our Pet Rescue Partners allow me to take emergency action immediately:


As soon as news of the terrible Tsunami struck with such devastating and deadly results, our IFAW Emergency Relief Teams rushed into the stricken areas in India,  Sri Lanka, Thailand and Bali.


But what about the cost?  Well, I knew I would be able to pay the bills for this emergency relief the next month, because I knew that my Pet Rescue Partners would be providing the resources I so desperately needed. 

 And so we fed and treated and de-wormed and gave medications to the starving and injured farm animals and the dehydrated cats and dogs who only had contaminated food and seawater to drink.


What would I do without my Pet Rescue Partners? 
· They made it possible for us to rescue a beautiful moon bear that had been kept caged for years and milked for its bile.
· And we’ve rushed to the rescue of baby seals who were desperately crying in fear of being shot or bludgeoned to death by heartless hunters…for a fur hat, or a pair of fur gloves.
· And we’ve rescued innocent dogs from death row in Mexico…

And I can do all of the above and much, much more because I know that my Pet Rescue Partners will be helping me each and every month, faithfully and without fail.


However, I have not always had Pet Rescue Partners! 

 This all started back in the days when we faced a major animal emergency in Asia and we simply ran out of money and were forced to say “no” and couldn’t help all the animals.  


Then, a few weeks later, I received a check from a supporter with a sad note that said, “Sorry it’s so late … I just haven’t had the time.”

But by then, it was far too late for the animals that had suffered and died.

So that got me thinking.  

“There has to be a better way to help the animals.  An easier way.  A simpler way.  Less time-consuming for our friends. More effective for us.” 

So that’s why we started the Pet Rescue Partners program.

And so our donors like you began agreeing to become Pet Rescue Partners by authorizing us to make a small, automatic monthly deduction from their account.  Some as little as £2 or £3. Some as much as £5, or £10.


From then on, they didn’t have to worry about writing checks, or looking for stamps, or getting their donations in the post.


And I didn’t have to worry also!  I could be there when the animals needed us the most.


So won’t you try it for a few months?  

Please do.  It’s really very easy to become a Pet Rescue Partner.  Just fill out the Direct Debit form you’ll find enclosed with this letter, and indicate whether you wish to make a monthly donation of £2, £3, £5, £10, or another amount.  Sign your name, and that’s all there is to it!


Then, each month the gift amount that you have authorized will be withdrawn from your account and forwarded to the IFAW Pet Rescue Partners program.


I guarantee you’ll be satisfied! 

 In fact, enclosed you’ll find your Direct Debit Guarantee, honored by all banks and building societies that take part in the Direct Debit scheme.  If an error is made by us or your bank or building society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate refund.


And, of course, you can cancel a direct debit any time just by notifying your bank or building society.


That’s about it for now – except to mention when you become a Pet Rescue Partner, I will immediately send you Scruffy.  He’s our cuddly little toy dog mascot.  You’ll love him!


Also I’ll send you your own personal certificate, ready to be framed, recognizing you as a Pet Rescue Partner.  

And finally, I’ll send you a little wallet-size membership card for you to carry – a constant reminder that you are indeed a very special person – a Pet Rescue Partner!


Thanks for reading this letter.  I really need you to say “Yes.”  






For the animals you and I love,







Fred O’Regan






CEO
P.S.
Please let me repeat:  You can help the precious animals even more if you stop sending us checks!

And you can do it simply by filling out the Direct Debit form you’ll find enclosed, and indicate that you wish to send a monthly gift of £2, £3, £5, £10, or another amount.  

And, as I promised, I’ll be sending you our adorable mascot Scruffy, along with a Pet Rescue Partner certificate, and your official membership card,  recognizing your commitment to the animals.
P.P.S  And please don’t forget to mail the post card to President Putin, urging him to stop the annual Russian bear hunt.  
Package Contents:

1. Carrier

2. 6 page letter

3. Reply envelope

4. Sign-up form

5. Scruffy flyer

6. Guarantee

7. Card to Putin

8. Bear toy
Copy for various enclosures: 
Scruffy flyer Copy:

Front of flyer

Introducing…Scruffy!  

He wants to come and live with you.  And he will, when you become a Pet Rescue Partner.  He’s such an adorable little guy, and he’ll put a smile on your face.  

He’s a most lovable symbol of all the animals you are helping to save because you are a Pet Rescue Partner.
Also, when you become a Pet Rescue Partner you’ll receive a special certificate, ready to frame if you wish, recognizing you are a Pet Rescue Partner.  

Plus – we’ll provide you with a wallet-size membership card, so that you’ll be reminded about how you are helping the animals.

Back of flyer:

May I have just a quiet moment with you…?

…and remind you of 5 actions you can take to help end the cruelty to the animals once and for all.

1. Keep little Scruffy close to you or even maybe give him to a special friend as a gentle reminder that the animals need our help.

2. Become a Pet Rescue Partner to help us protect cats, dogs, seals, tigers, bears – all animals great of small – from cruelty and suffering.
3. Report animal cruelty immediately to your local officials.
4. Support animal welfare legislation and speak out on behalf of the animals.

5. Boycott all products made of ivory or fur, or which are tested on animals.

Copy for Direct Debit Guarantee flyer:

Front
(Use the standard copy that has been used previously.) 

Back  
Try Direct Debit for a few months!  And please remember:

First:  You can cancel or change the amount of your donation at 

           any time.

Second:  You’ll be saving time, postage, and cheques.

Third:  We’ll have the funds, each month, without fail, to  

            respond quickly to unexpected animal welfare  

            emergencies.

Fourth:  Your money will get to the animals faster, because 

    there is no post delay!
Fifth:  And you’ll be delighted with little Scruffy, your special 

           personalized certificate and your wallet membership

           card.

Copy for Direct Debit Form:

(Use the basic copy that has been used in other packages.

However, the type should be larger, and more space provided for the donor to fill in the information.)

Copy for card to Putin:

(Use the same copy as in previous package.) 

Production Notes:
Carrier envelope
The original packet that was used to mail the bear appeal is quite efficient.  I don’t know if that is a standard size or not.

An additional ½ inch in width and length would allow the contents of the package to fit better.
You can stay with the brown kraft, or you can use white stock and create the fake label with a strong red border.

I’m not certain if the Great Britain postal regulations allow for teaser and art below the address or not.

What I would like is the addressing more to the top and a tag line close to the bottom that reads:

You’ll help the precious animals even more when you stop sending us cheques!  (Open for details.)

Letter: 

--six pages, large type, well spaced

--personalize page 1

--no logo or identification at the top of page 1.  Push the donor name and address and salutation to the top.  Make it look non-promotional.

--at the bottom of page 6 position photo of CEO holding animal and position formal letterhead and logo.  

Reply Envelope:
Standard size and layout

Tag line somewhere:

Attention:  Pet Rescue Partner Desk

Direct Debit Form:
Use the same basic layout as before, except reference Pet Rescue Partners instead of champions for Animals.  

The form  will be free standing.  Make it larger with more space for the donor in fill in the blanks.  

I’m not sure how the production will work to make it personalized.

Scruffy Flyer:
--Size is artist’s choice. 

--Use a glossy paper stock and photo of scruffy in color

--Use color on the side with photo of scruffy.  Black and white is okay on back side.

Direct Debit Guarentee 
--size is artist choice

--white paper stock

--Design the piece so that the front looks like a real guarantee.  Print a heavy border in green and print copy in green.
--the back is black and white copy.
Card to Putin:
--same as used in previous mailing.

Bear Toy:  
--Same as previous mailing.
