Will your pet save your life?
It’s happened! 

Over and over again!

Dear Friend of the Animals,


I continue to receive one report after the other, documenting how individuals have been saved by a heroic act of their pet.


In fact, just recently I went to Google, and typed in: “pet saves owner’ life” 

-- and what wonderful stories I discovered!  For example:

“Dog Saves Toledo Women’s Life.”

The woman was outside on a porch when she was partially paralyzed by a seizure.  The temperature was dropping into the teens at night and she thought she was going to freeze to death.


She was finally able to whisper the name of her pet, Maddie, and when Maddie came out on the porch, she wrapped her arms around the dog’s neck.  Then, Maddie, a 104-lb. Golden Retriever, dragged her back inside where it was warm.

“Real Life Lassie Saves Family.”

An Indiana couple was sound asleep when their 3-year-old dog Lassie woke them up by licking and tugging at their fingers.  Smoke was coming from the laundry room and the home was quickly becoming engulfed in flames.


The elderly couple stumbled through the smoke to get out of the house as fast as they could, but then, once outside, realized the Lassie wasn’t with them.


Later fire officials found Lassie, dead from smoke inhalation, at the foot of her owner’s bed.

“Katrina Dog a Hero!”

A black Labrador Retriever pulled a man to higher ground and saved him from drowning.  He credited her with saving his life, and after his story was aired on television, a rescue team returned and saved the dog. 


Several months later, at the Humane Society of the United States annual Genesis Awards, this beautiful black Labrador, whom we named Katrina, was our guest of honor and received a standing ovation.

“Pet Saves Golden Globe Winner’s Life.”

Salma Hayek was asleep a few hours before the Golden Globe awards ceremony, when her dog Diva grabbed at her sleeve and attempted to pull her out of the house.


Hayek, groggy and half awake, smelled the gas fumes that had filled her home, and escaped outside. (Later that evening she received two Golden Globe awards for the hit TV serial she produces, “Ugly Betty.”)

“Dog Makes Cell Phone Call to Save Owner’s Life.”

A seventeen-pound beagle named Belle had been trained to bite down on the number 9 of her owner’s cell phone in case of an emergency.


This training one day saved her owner’s life when he collapsed.  Belle sensed that he was having a diabetic seizure and she bit down on the number 9 on the cell phone, contacting 911 and her owner was rescued before he died.

“Dog Saves Man from Charging Bear.”

Dude was a mutt that his owner, Jason, had rescued from the dog pound about eight years before – before one day wandering in the woods a black bear charged Jason.  Jason stumbled and fell and was only seconds from being attacked by the bear.


Dude growled, and leaped between Jason and the bear.  But it was no contest, because the bear clamped jaws around Dude and dragged him into his underground den.


Jason escaped and later returned with his brother, a lantern, and firearms.  They found Dude, bleeding, in the bear’s den. He died a few hours later with 28 puncture wounds and was buried under a tree along with his blanket. 


Jason says, “He saved my life and I will never forget it as long as I live.”


Just think of it!  Our pets willing to die for us!

And yet, here in America millions of pets are destroyed each year simply because their owners stopped loving them!  And so the defenseless pet is taken for a drive in the country and then abandoned.


Or left on the front steps of an animal shelter where the pet will be put to sleep if no one comes to adopt it. The workers at the shelter have no other choice.


And I have here on my desk the story of one heartless pet owner who simply locked his dog up in an old house and never returned. Many weeks later the dog was finally discovered, but it was too late. 

Of course, I realize that you would never condone such an atrocity!

You are a person of unusual compassion and love for pets and animals of all kind -- and that’s why I am writing to you!  You are different!


And I am urgently searching for folks like you – and I want to invite you to join hands with other Americans around the country who are members of the Humane Society of the United States.


You see, our members are willing to take on the responsibility of protecting the kittens and puppies and dogs and cats and pets of all kinds – and, in fact, all animals from cruelty and abuse.


Will you help us do this?  Please say “Yes!”  Because ...


... in spite of the terrible abuse that some animals suffer … 

 
... in spite of pet owners who simply stop loving their pets …  

 
... in spite of the dangerous people who are overtly cruel and even torture 

              their pets … 


In spite of all this – something can be done! We can get the word out!  For example:

We can get the word out to all pet owners that they should have their pets spayed or neutered to prevent over population -- because over population simply means that more animals will be destroyed.


We can get the word out that families wishing to adopt a pet should go to the local humane shelter and there find an animal that will love them.


We can get the word out that puppy mills are full of cruel breeding cages where the female is simply turned into a birthing machine -- and thrown away when she is no longer able to produce puppies.


We can get the word out that families should think twice about buying a pet for their child and make sure that someone is going to be responsible, long term, for the pet. 


We can get the word out that individuals who hurt and torture and ruthlessly kill pets may do the same to humans! Because there is distinct link between hurting animals and hurting humans.  So we must have tougher laws to punish the offenders.


So I repeat: Will you help us do this?

And in the hope that your response will be positive, I’ve enclosed a HSUS membership card personalized in your name.  I cordially invite you to accept this card and then carry it with you as a quiet symbol that you are helping to stop the killing.  


I also invite you to use the addressing labels enclosed, personalized in your name. They are yours, free, with no obligation, as small gift from my heart to yours.


And finally, I think you will love the fantastic photograph of the little puppies and kittens, in a frame, ready for you to hang.  It can be a symbol of your love for the animals.

          It’s so easy to join the Humane Society of the United States!  Just complete the reply coupon you’ll find enclosed, and mail it back to me in the postage paid envelope.  


Also, please send your membership contribution of $12, $8, or $5 -- or more!  The membership dues amount is purely voluntary.  Please choose what works best for you.  


All in all, I sincerely believe that you will find membership in the Humane Society of the United States to be a most satisfying experience. 

We’ll be your voice for animal kindness, with our:

Investigative Services, where our undercover cameras are exposing animal abuse and cruelty perpetuated against kittens and puppies and pets and animals of all kinds – in homes, slaughterhouses, breeding mills, rodeos, 

circuses … everywhere. 

Pets for Life – educating the public about responsible pet ownership, and advocating spaying and neutering, and strengthening the love between owners and their pets.

Wildlife and Marine Animals – leading the campaign to stop the commercial slaughter of baby seals – and fighting to protect whales and 

sea lions and reduce the number of dolphins killed by tuna fishermen.

And so much more!  You see, we’ve been fearlessly speaking out for animals who can’t speak for themselves since 1954.  And we can’t stop now.



When you send a gift to the Humane Society of the United States, you’ll become part of the nation’s largest animal protection organization, with more than seven million members and constituents.  


We have been the nation’s voice for animals for over 50 years, with seven regional offices across the country and, additionally, we operate our own network of sanctuaries, providing care and homes to more animals than any other national animal protection organization in the United States.


Your gift of $12, or $8, or $5 will be carefully managed and much appreciated.  Some folks even give more -- $10, or $15, or $20.


We depend on the extraordinary generosity of people like you, who are so willing to sacrifice to help the other creatures of the world have a better life.

Sincerely,

Wayne  Pacelle

President and Chief Executive Officer 

P.S. 
And just as soon as I hear from you, I will forward to you your New Member Orientation Packet, detailing the specific membership benefits to which you are entitled, and including our much requested and fabulous Pet Lover’s Wall Calendar, illustrated with adorable full-color photographs of the pets and animals that you love so much. 

Production Notes:

Reply form:

Layout is artist’s choice.  Basic paragraph is:

[    ]
Yes!  I want to join with other Americans around the country who are united

in the task of preventing cruelty to pets and all animals, everywhere.  For that reason I wish to become a member of the Humane Society of the United States.  Please forward to me, as you promised, my New Member Orientation Packet. 

I am enclosing my membership gift in the amount of:

[ ] $8.00  [ ]  $5.00  [ ]  $3.00   [ ] $10.00  [ ]  $15.00  [ ] $20.00  [ ] $___

Carrier Envelope:

--
Ivory

--
9 X 12

--
String of non-profit stamps for postage.

--
No window.

--
Hand addressed with blue ink.

--
Teaser in lower left corner in same handwriting:

Will your pet save your life?

(Yes, it could happen!)

--
Front of the carrier envelope has nothing else on it.

--
HSUS identification on back flap.  But only that.  Not “five steps …”

Letter:

--
3 sheets.  5 pages.  Page 6 can be “5 steps …” or any other fine print or d
disclaimer.

--
14 pt type.  New Roman.

--
Highlight in yellow as shown.

Address labels and package labels

--
Large sheet.  Size, layout and images are artist’s choice.

--
Member card can be on this sheet or separate, depending on format.

Frame and photograph

--
8 X 10 photo of delightful puppies and kittens, or one of each.  

--
Frame is any color, with hanger on the back.

Reply envelope:

--
Standard size and layout.

