                                         Wayne Pacelle
Mrs. Robert Jones 

123 North Main

Salina, Kansas, 34567

Dear Mrs. Jones:


I’m sitting here at my desk today, mad as hell!

But I’m not mad at you!  No way.


And I shouldn’t even be writing this letter because my mother used to tell me, “Son, never write a letter when you are angry. Simmer down first.”  Good advice, and I’ve taken it.


That is, until now.  I can’t wait until I “simmer down.”  So here goes.


You see, as President of the Humane Society of the United States, America’s largest animal protection organization, I receive reports every day about animal atrocities that are just unbelievable.  


And until today, I thought I had seen the worse that could happen to an animal.  Nothing could shake me. 

Wrong!  Let me tell you about this report I’m holding in my hand right now.


It happened in St. Paul, Minnesota.  The family’s dog, Chevy, had been missing since around Valentine’s Day, and the family had distributed missing pet posters through out the neighborhood.


       Chevy was special because not only was she a wonderful and faithful pet,

       but the Austrian Shepherd was also a highly trained therapy dog for the 

                   families 17 year old daughter.

And here’s the tragic end of the story:


       In late February there was a knock on the door and the daughter went 

                   out on the front porch and found a package wrapped in Christmas 

                   paper, and addressed to her.

                        She opened the package and inside she discovered Chevy’s head.

That just blows my mind, and as I said, if you’ll excuse the English, it makes me, just mad as hell.


Something has to be done about this.  Yes, we have posted a reward leading to the capture and conviction of the person who did this, as we always do in such cases. 


But we have to take this a step further.


We have to do something special – unique – daring – something that has never been done before, to get the word out that animal cruelty must be stopped.  


So here’s what I’m proposing.  It’s a bold, adventuresome step.  And it involves you!


First: Enclosed is an Animal Rights referendum ballot.  

                         If you believe that pets and all animals have right to be protected from 
                         cruelty and abuse and that humans have an obligation to grant them that

                         protection,  then, please vote “Yes”.

                           However, if you believe that humans do not have a responsibility to 

                           protect animals, then vote “No.”

             Second:  If you vote “Yes”, then do something out of the ordinary!
                             Press you right index finger onto the purple pad you will find enclosed

                             and for one entire day, go around with a purple finger.  

                             Sure, people will think you are a little strange, but you can explain to 

                             them that you are doing it for the animals.  And they may still think

                             you are strange, but you will be making a statement.

                              Also, wear the purple bracelet that I’ve enclosed, for a day!  It will match

                              your finger! 


   Third::  Tell it to the nation!
                                 We are going to publish an advertisement in the nations largest daily                   

                                 newspaper, U.S.A. Today.  And in that advertisement we will 

                                 document 12 incidents of terrible animal cruelty, and challenge our 

                                  citizens to help put a stop to it. 

                                  Also, with your permission, we will list your name as an individual 
                                  who has voted “Yes”  to protect the animals – and – has worn a purple 
                                  finger and a purple bracelet for a day. .  

                                 Of course, the listing of your name in this advertisement is purely 

                                optional on your part.  And in the enclosed reply form you can say yea 

                                 or nay to it.
                          Fourth:  Become a member of the Humane Society of the           

                      United States!
                          Join in with Americans all around the country who for more than 50 
                               years have helped us protect pets, wild life, farm and laboratory animals 
                               and much, much, more from abuse.


And yes, we’ve made tremendous progress, but no, we haven’t put a stop to animal cruelty.  In fact, right now our nation is experiencing an increase in animal abuse and we must double our efforts to protect the innocent creatures.

So please send $10 -- $15 -- $20 – any amount that you can.  And I promise you that your dollars will go to work immediately to help stop the animals from suffering. 


Also, as soon as I hear from you, I will forward your credit card size wallet membership card, personalized in your name.  Many of our members carry this card with them all the time, as a quiet symbol of their love for all animals.  


And you will receive other distinctive membership benefits – too numerous to explain right now. 


That’s about it for now.  And I do hope you will excuse my burst of anger.


But I believe that because animals are powerless before us, they a real test of 
            our character. And we can choose a path of cruelty and harm, or we can choose 
            a path of kindness and mercy.  


In other words, we can vote “Yes” or “No.”  We can protect the lives of all animals, or we can simply ignore their plight and look the other way and pretend that their suffering doesn’t bother us.  

So please help us speak out for the animals who can’t speak up for themselves.  I thank you.








Wayne Pacelle    
                                                                                      President and Chief Executive Officer

P.S.  Please let me repeat:  I’m asking you to:

1. Vote “Yes” or “No” for animal rights.

2. If you vote “Yes” then wear a purple finger and a purple bracelet for a day 
3. Tell me if you would like for us include your name is the USA Today newspaper advertisement as an individual who wore a purple finger bracelet for a day as a symbol against animal cruelty.  

4. Join the Human Society of the United States with a gift of $10 -- $15 -- $20 – or any amount that you can contribute.
.

Help us stop the suffering.  You’ll feel good about it. 

Production notes
Carrier Envelope

Monarch

Ivory

Direct addressing

Live postage or string of non-profit stamps

For non-profit postage, HSUS identification on back flap

For first class postage, no identification on carrier.

Direct addressing

Reply envelope:

Standard format with string of live stamps attached

Letter:

Ivory to match the carrier

4 pages, 2 sheets

Letter copy on first 3 pages.  Fourth page open for whatever.

Page one only personalized

Wayne Pacelle name at top of page in a classy font

Letter head at bottom of page 3

  Reply form:

Animal Cruelty Referendum

Issued to:

Mrs. Robert Jones 

123 North Main

Salina, Kansas, 34567

Instructions:  Please mark an X in the box next to the answer of your choice.

I believe that pets and all animals have the right to be protected from                           cruelty and abuse and that humans have an obligation to grant them that

 protection.

(    )   Yes

(  )  No

Permission to list name in USA Today newspaper advertisement.

(  )Yes, I hereby grant you permission to list my name in the USA today advertisement as an individual who wore a purple finger and a purple bracelet for a day to support animal rights.  

(  ) No, I do not wish my name to be listed even though I do support animal rights.  

Membership Application:    
I wish to become a member* of the Humane Society of the United States and join with other Americans who have made the HSUS the nation’s largest animal protection organization.   Please use my gift to carry out your programs that will help make our nation a safer, kinder place for pets and all animals.   
Enclosed, please find my gift in the amount of:  

*I understand that as a member of the Humane society of the United States I will receive my personalized wallet membership card along with other distinctive membership benefits.

Yellow Lift Note
folded with text inside

Copy for outside 

Before you say “No” to saying “Yes” to stop animal cruelty, please read this note.  (see inside)

Copy for inside:

Memo from the desk of:

Wayne Pacelle 
Dear friend:
Stop reading right now if terrible animal cruelty really upsets you.  Okay! 

Here’s the story:  the Humane Society of the United States is offering a reward of up to $2,500 leading to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons responsible for:

             Hanging and skinning six dogs.  The animals were found along side a road and          

             officials believe that they were hanged and skinned elsewhere and then dumped 
             in a ditch.


Six pets, terribly tortured , and mutilated.  Our nation urgently needs tougher laws to deter such crimes.


And we need to alert citizens everywhere to be on the lookout for individuals who would commit these atrocities, because there is a well documented connection between animal cruelty and human violence.  


How do we put an end to this?  


One way, as ridiculous as it appears on the surface, is that you can start by voting “Yes’ and wearing a purple finger and a purple bracelet for a day.


And by joining the Humane Society of the United States.


Small acts.  But if enough folks will do it, such action will lead to a tremendous outpouring of kindness to the animals.

      Wayne (Handwritten)                      

