Heifer “Passing on the Gift” Donor test Package

Package format:
Carrier:  9 X 12 brown Kraft

Direct addressing on fake label

Letter mailed flat

Reply form mailed flat

3 8 X 10 glossy photos enclosed, with captions handwritten on the back.

Alternate size could be 8 X 10 carrier with 3 5 X 7 photos and letter in Times Roman instead of Courier New.

Reply form

Single sheet mailed flat.

At bottom is small photos of the 3 large photos, and the quote from Mrs. Bush.
Basic paragraph for the reply form

Headline:

My reply to the challenge of “Passing on the gift”

Copy:

Yes!  I want to continue “Passing on the Gift”!  Thank you for telling me the wonderful story about Elvia and Maximiliano and their family – and especially about Jose.  It sounds like someday he will change a small corner of the world – or more! 

I want to once more help Heifer International bring life-changing hope to many hungry families and end poverty and hunger and care for the earth. 

Please use my contribution wherever it is most needed to support the entire mission of Heifer International

 Letter format:
2 sheets, 4 pages, personalize pages 1 and 4.

Courier New type 

Put a narrow ruled line around each page.

Enclosures:

Three color 5 X 7 photographs of the passing the gift ceremony.  Handwrite captions on the back.  

If possible each photo should show someone passing on an animal to another person.

Letter Copy:

Dear Mrs. Jones:

May I tell you about a courageous woman who watched helplessly as two of her precious children died of malnutrition? 

 And how she feared for her other children? 

That is, until someone passed on the gift to her -- the gift of a heifer!

As you know – because you are one of our dedicated and loyal supporters – “Passing On the Gift” is at the heart of Heifer’s success.


And the gift was passed to Elvia – who was struggling  to keep her family alive on a small piece of land, precariously balanced on the side of a hill, not far from the tourist town of Copan, Honduras, and its ruins.

Here, for many years, she and her husband Maximiliano, fought with the wealthy land owners for their land rights, until finally they had a piece of worn-out land that failed to yield enough crops to feed the children.

And they buried two of them --after watching their pitifully starved bodies swell and swell– and knowing that only death would end their suffering. 

Then – before more of their children died – Elvia and Maximiliano participated is a deeply emotional – but joyous – “Passing on the Gift” ceremony.  

And the gift they received was a heifer!  



They received it from a person who had also been a recipient in a “Passing on the Gift” ceremony, and when their heifer had a calf, they passed on the gift to Elvia’s family.


Mrs. Jones, Elvia’s children were saved by a wonderful chain of sharing and caring – and “Passing on the Gift”.
And it started with you!  You passed on your gifts of love. 


That’s why I’m cordially inviting you to send a contribution today of xxxx or xxxx or xxxx.  

Please remember,just one caring person – someone like you – has the ability to affect literally thousands of lives.


You’ll be starting another chain reaction – that will be passed on and on and multiply fantastically. 

I urge you to do it  – for the sake of other families who perhaps right now are watching their children die.
Here’s How It Works:


You see, when the gift of a heifer is a pregnant cow – it arrives ready to immediately give a hungry family

milk to drink and soon a calf to pass on to another struggling family.

And since just one cow can produce up to four gallons of milk a day, there’s plenty to go around each morning with enough left over to sell.


This provides income that can be used for clothes, school, and medicines. Plus, Heifer training also teaches

farming families how use the manure for fertilizing their fields to increase their crop yields and improve their diet.

In other words, the impact of your contributions of love will go on and on for many generations.  


Just as in the case of Elvia and Maximiliano.  

However, the Story of This Family Is Not Over. 

 Far from it!  


And that’s because their son, Jose, who was born September 11, l994 wants to do more than just pass on the gift of a heifer or a sheep or a goat. 


He fully intends to grow up and pass on the gift of –himself!


Jose is his mother’s darling – much as she loves all of her children.  When he was a child Heifer gave the family five chickens – and the eggs from the chickens each day were an absolute necessity for Jose.  


He grew stronger, and there was a certain sparkle in his eyes, and he had a smile that was instantaneously
contagious, and stretched from ear to ear.

His parents knew he had unusual abilities and potential to learn, and they struggled to pay for his school supplies and a uniform.  


But when he was in the first grade, he had to walk many miles to attend class – where often the teacher didn’t even show up.  


Finally, Heifer provided a scholarship so he could attend a bilingual school and Jose says:

“I remember the first day at school my teacher told me 

some words and the next day I remembered them all.  
Soon I could speak English very well.”

Today, Jose is fully aware of his good fortune, and he told our Heifer representative:


“My thoughts when I am a man is to go to the USA for 
work and to go to school so I can come home, help my 
family and others to not be poor any more.”


In other words, Jose is “Passing on the Gift” – the gift of himself!  


What will happen next in his life?  Certainly he is going to make a difference in the world as he passes on the gift. 

As Oprah Winfrey says:

“Heifer International – I just love them.  They 
provide livestock to families living in poverty around 
the world, and the animals provide food and income to 
some of the most desperate families.”  

Or, as former President Bill Clinton says:


“Today Heifer is recognized around the world for its 
effective approach to ending poverty.  Because of 
Heifer hundreds of families are able to feed their 
children and give them a better future.


Heifer provides much more than food.  You bring hope 
and triumph of the human spirit.” 

Mrs. Jones, you have been “Passing on the Gift” with your wonderful support of Heifer, and I want you to know that I deeply appreciate your generosity.

I just wish we had more friends like you!

Isn’t it remarkable?  With just a single heifer,
 or another animal, partner families can become self-reliant.


And when that happens they can begin helping others break the desperate cycle of poverty and hunger, as they pass on your gift to generation after generation.
It works!


But it depends on special individuals like yourself who are “Passing on the Gift” with their contributions of $$$$$$, or $$$$$, or $$$$


Thank you for reading this letter – and thank you for –yes—“Passing on the Gift” so unselfishly.

 





With friendship,







Jo Luck, 








President and CEO

PS:  Isn’t it remarkable?  Since 1944, Heifer has helped seven million people in more than 125 countries, simply by “Passing on the Gift”
It all starts with you, Mrs. Jones.  Thanks so much.

