                                                    Jonathan Reckford
Mrs Robert Jones


123North Main


Any City, VA 23005

Dear Mrs. Jones:

          Here is a most unusual  25th Anniversary card!  


But please don’t keep it! 

Instead, I’m asking you to sign your name to it, and then I will take your 25th Anniversary card to Plains, Georgia, and present it to a very special couple, in honor of their twenty-five years of building homes for Habitat for Humanity.


I’m sure you’ve already guessed the name of that couple:  




Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter!  


And your 25th Anniversary card, along with others from Habitat friends all across the country, will tell Jimmy and Rosalynn just how much you really and truly appreciate all they have done – and are doing – for Habitat for Humanity.


Please return it today – because I want to gather up all the cards and then present your 25th Anniversary card to the Carter’s before they begin their 25th Jimmy Carter Work Project, the week of May 11 to 16. 

They’ll be putting on their safety helmets and strapping on their tool belts and building a house in a hurricane devastated community in the Gulf Coast – where thousands of families are still without homes.


And of course, that one house will give a decent home to just   
one family – but the Carter’s will be creating awareness of the 
enormous need that still exists.


And with your generous gifts of $XXXX or $XXX or $XXX, Habitat will continue to rebuild homes – and by so doing, rebuild lives.


Already, more than 1,200 homes have been built or are under construction in our Gulf Coast Recovery Program.  We haven’t forgotten the heartache that still exists, even though the plight of the homeless is no longer front page headlines.
 

And Jimmy and Rosalynn haven’t forgotten, either.  


You see, as President of the United States, Jimmy Carter was deeply committed to social justice and basic human rights.  And so when he and his wife left the White House, they searched for meaningful ways to contribute in these areas.


And they found that meaningful way, as Rosalynn says:


“One day we strapped on tool belts and worked side by side


with the future owners of the Habitat home.  And when we


saw them cry with joy as their dream of a new home came


true, we couldn’t stop.”

And they still haven’t stopped!  Each year Jimmy and Rosalynn give a full week of their time – along with their considerable construction skills – to build homes and raise awareness of the critical need for affordable housing. 

And may I tell you story about Jimmy Carter?  It happened on a Habitat work site:

                   About 2 o’clock in the morning, 
when everyone else was asleep,  one of   
       our volunteers was disturbed by a noise and a light in a   Habitat home 
       that was scheduled to be finished the next day.


        So the volunteer got out of his sleeping bag and went to  
         
   
        investigate. What he found was someone halfway under the sink, 
  
         laying floor tiles.

It was Jimmy Carter! 

 Looking up from under the sink, Jimmy explained that he just couldn’t sleep because the new Habitat home wasn’t yet finished, and he didn’t want the family to be disappointed.


Yes, it is quite unusual to find a former President of the United States down on his hands and knees under a sink laying floor tiles at 2 o’clock in the morning. 

 But there’s something extraordinary about Habitat that captures the imagination and enthusiasm of everyone involved.


And both of the Carters have that enthusiasm.  The former First Lady says: 



“I didn’t think I could use a hammer, and I didn’t want to use


a hammer.  At first it took me 15 or 20 strokes for each nail.


But before the week was over, I could drive one in with only


four or five strokes!

And the former President says:



“The sacrifice I thought I would be making (volunteering with 


Habitat), turned out to be one of the greatest blessings in my


life.”

Now they’ve been at it for 25 years!


And still going strong!  For example, after Hurricane Katrina,  Jimmy and Rosalynn joined us to help raise the walls of the 1000th new Habitat home along the Gulf coast.


Also, as I’ve mentioned, in just a few weeks the Carter’s will lead in the annual Jimmy Carter Work Project, this year in the Gulf Coast.  


And the Carter’s won’t be showing up for just a smile and a photo op and then leave!  Oh no!  They’ll show up in work clothes with their own tools and labor side by side with Habitat home owners who are putting in their “sweat equity”, and Habitat volunteers.


And your wonderful support of Habitat means that you also are working side by side with Jimmy and Rosalynn.  They couldn’t do it without gifts from friends like you.   

And so we owe such a tremendous debt – both to you and to the Carters.  Their work with Habitat has helped eliminate substandard housing – and also made it a matter of conscience and action.

But of course, the Carters would not dream of accepting any financial compensation for their work.


However -- if along with the 25th Anniversary card you sign and return to the Carters --  you make a special contribution, that in itself will say, “Thank you” in a way that will give Jimmy and Rosalynn tremendous satisfaction.


They’ll know that your gift will be helping Habitat go on building homes for deserving families, one by one, and they’ll know that families who now live in terrible conditions will be able to move into a decent and affordable Habitat home.


Will you do it for Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter? 

 And even more important, will you do it for a mother and father and their children who have dreamed and prayed for a decent home?

This is a wonderful way for you to show your appreciation to the Carters for their leadership and for the example of them rolling up their sleeves and going to work, and encouraging people in America to do the same.  They’ve set a tremendous example.
So I cordially invite you to show your appreciation to the Carters in two ways:

First of all:

Sign the 25th Anniversary card you’ll find enclosed and return it to me, so that I can present it to the Carters.

On this card, you’ll find a verse that reads:

“In deep appreciation for your leadership and personal involvement,

I want you to know that I truly admire all you have done for Habitat –

and I’m sending a special gift as my way of saying a great, big 

“thanks” to you both.”
And Second:

Send a gift to Habitat, and express your appreciation to the Carter’s,  and make this gift something special – more than usual.
  Send $00 if you can.  Or $00, or $00 or even as much as $00!

And please remember that, not only will Rosalyn and Jimmy appreciate the fact that you’ve sent a gift…

… but also understand that we have a waiting lists of families – and some of them are living in houses that are barely fit for animals, let alone mothers and fathers and their children.

This means that, while Jimmy and Rosalynn work with hammers in their hands, they need you to also work with a checkbook in your hand.

Please send your gift of $______, $________, $________ today.

You’ll feel good about it!






Sincerely,






Jonathan Reckford






President & CEO

P.S.
Please don’t keep the enclosed 25th Anniversary card!  Instead, sign your name to it and return it to me by the deadline of January XX, and I will take your card to the Carters to show them how much you appreciate their sweat and toil for Habitat for Humanity.

And, along with your card, please send a gift of $______, $________ or $______, so that the Carters and all of our other volunteers can go on working side by side with families who will live in the new Habitat homes.

REPLY FORM

My Gift to Habitat for Humanity

In Appreciation of Jimmy and Rosalind Carter

YES!  I wish to make a special gift to Habitat for Humanity, so that volunteers like Jimmy and Rosalind Carter can go on building decent homes for families in need.  Enclosed you’ll find my gift in the amount of:

COPY FOR 25th ANNIVERSARY CARD

In deep appreciation for your leadership and personal involvement, I want you to know that I truly admire all you have done for Habitat – and I’m sending a special gift as my way of saying a great, big “thanks” to you both.

– PRODUCTION NOTES

Carrier Envelope

--
#9 
--
Direct addressing, non-profit stamp.

--
Ivory.

--
Lower left corner:    25th Anniversary Card Enclosed

25th Anniversary Card

--
Design is artist’s choice – something in color

Reply Form

--
Different color from the letter.

Enclosure

--
Five photographs of the Carters in action at a Habitat work site with captions on the back of each photo.  The captions can have some quotes from the Carters.

