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Mrs. Robert Jones

123 Main Street

Maysville, PA 12345

Dear Mrs. Jones:


Because you are one of our special friends, may I quickly share with you a story that may bring a tear to your eye…but also a smile on your face?

Here on my desk I have a letter from a mother named Darcy Murphy, who lives in Monroe County, Pennsylvania. You’ll find a snapshot of her enclosed, along with her precious son, Billy. When he was born, it was, as she writes, “the most joyous moment of our lives.”

And that was because the couple had put off having children, for fear of her family genetic history of muscular dystrophy.  And when Billy was born, she says, “We loved being with our baby every minute.” 
 Then – she noticed that Billy had difficulty rolling over. “I wasn’t too alarmed though. After all, he was just an infant and every baby is different!”

But at Billy’s six-month check up, her pediatrician told her that Billy was not developing normally. He was diagnosed hypotonia and other developmental delays. Billy, the doctor said, would eventually have to be placed in a special education program. 

Darcy was blindsided by this news.  Her world came crashing in.. She went to that six-months check-up happy that her baby seemed so healthy.  And came out devastated. She became physically ill. How could this be happening? 
“My Billy struggled to roll over. He had difficulty holding up his head. He                            couldn’t sit  up on his own until he was 15 months old or hold a bottle until                         he was 14 months old.  And he didn’t take his first step until he was more                             than two years old.”
But wait my friend.  That all happened four years ago. And today?  Just listen to Darcy now!

…Billy is running, talking, and playing much like any happy, healthy child. He’s getting stronger and his coordination is improving. Why just the other day, I watched in amazement as he ran up a little hill in our backyard. Last year, he couldn’t even walk up that hill! 

What happened to cause this miracle?  In brief, through a referral, she and her husband discovered Good Shepherd. They had an assessment conference with Dr. Terry Heiman-Patterson, a renowned neurologist and researcher in the field of neuromuscular diseases, to identify the hypotonia, and rule out the possibility that Billy might have Duchenne dystrophy or some other form of muscular dystrophy. During the examination:
I held tightly to my sweet little baby as blood was drawn for the tests. It was heartbreaking to hear his cries and not be able to make him understand what was going on. 
What seemed like an eternity later, the test results came back.  Billy did not have Duchenne or another severe form of muscular dystrophy! Darcy’s heart sang. Somehow she knew, she just knew, that her baby was going to be fine!
Then, six-month-old Billy started coming to Good Shepherd Dornsife Pediatric Center every week for physical, occupational, and speech therapy, With Darcy driving an hour each way to get there. But it was well worth it!

The therapists made the work seem like play, and Darcy says:  “Good Shepherd is truly an extraordinary place with compassionate caregivers. I can’t say enough about the difference it’s made in our lives.”
That’s about it. Darcy ended her letter to me by testifying:
“Nobody ever expected Billy to be where he is today. I feel blessed -- not only to have this beautiful boy with a special inner light, but to have found Good Shepherd. The people there turned hope into reality. They supported us when we needed it most and they care for Billy like he’s their own child.”
And Darcy and Billy are just two beautiful reasons why I cordially invite you to once again send a generous contribution and help provide the equipment and therapies so that children like Billy can live life to their fullest.

Your gift of $_____ will buy a box of building blocks.  $____purchases a new ball and bat.  $____provides the youngsters with a special swing for gym therapy.  And $____gives us resources for ________.
Thanks for letting me share this story with you.  I look forward to hearing from you.





Sincerely,






Sally Gammon






President and CEO

PS  Please keep the enclosed snapshot of Darcy and Billy, as a reminder of what your                       gifts of love are accomplishing.

