DRUG POLICY FOUNDATION

NOTE OF ENCOURAGEMENT PROSPECT

(01.02.10.15:JH)


You are cordially 

 Invited to send a

 “Note of Encouragement”

to a victim of America’s

war on drugs 

Dear Friend:


Her name is Valerie Corral.  She uses marijuana because that is the only way she can control epileptic seizures and terrible, unbearable headaches.


Also, she runs a small, non-profit hospice on the outskirts of Santa Cruz, California, where, at 3:30 am on September 8, DEA, agents, armed with automatic weapons, and wearing flak vests, raided the hospice, and took her into custody while she was still in her pajamas.


Meanwhile, other DEA agents ordered Suzanne Pfeil, a paraplegic patient suffering from post-polio syndrome, to stand up.  When they discovered she couldn’t, they handcuffed her to the bed.

      It was terrifying experience for Valerie and all the terminally ill folks at the hospice – and made all the worse when the DEA agents destroyed their precious marijuana plants, carefully grown and legal under California law, with the full knowledge and consent and cooperation from state and local authorities.  


May I quickly tell you a little about Valerie?  

           When she was 20 years old, she was a bright and motivated student, excelling in her studies and active in the peace movement and feminist movement, eager to take on the world. 

.        But tragically, she was involved in a freakish accident when a private airplane almost collided with the passenger car in which she was riding, causing the automobile to turn end-to-end, leaving Valerie suffering from severe brain trauma.


For more than two years, she had blackouts and epileptic seizures, up to five a day.  She walked around in a sedated stupor, hooked on Percodan, Valium and Nysoline.  

She had to be reminded to eat.  She couldn’t think clearly, could not sleep well, and stumbled through an ever-present drug haze in a futile attempt to control her epileptic spasms.

She couldn’t work, cross the street by herself, or be left unattended for fear that she would be overtaken by a seizure and injure herself.  She couldn’t walk on the street, because she might veer toward the traffic, and couldn’t take a bath without supervision, because she might drown.

Meet her husband, Mike.  

Fortunately, she had a compassionate caregiver in the person of a man named Mike, who has now been her husband for 22 years.

       Mike is a slim, gentle man, with a shaved head and a wide smile, and when Valerie was at her lowest point, he found an article about how marijuana had helped control seizures in laboratory animals.

She says, “I obtained some marijuana and smoked a small amount of it.  To my astonishment, my seizure activity diminished.”

       “That changed our lives,” Valerie said, sitting in her living room, comfortable in her usual overalls and sneakers, with Mike by her side.   “I would take marijuana and the seizures diminished.” She did this openly and under her doctor’s supervision.  


By 1997, she was seizure free, even though today she still suffers migraine headaches.  And to prevent seizures and control nausea, she smokes marijuana regularly, although not daily.

        She’s a small, petite woman, prone to smiling, and I’m enclosing photograph of her, so you can see for yourself what kind of a woman the feds busted in that ugly raid.

        Plus-- I’m inviting you to take a look at the “Note of Encouragement” I’ve enclosed with this letter – and hopefully you will sign it, and return it to me so I can share it with Valerie, and let he know that she has just a whole lot of friends.


You see, because of her own traumatic personal experience with pain and illness, she and Mike set up a hospice, working openly and cooperating fully with state and local law enforcement officials, using marijuana to help alleviate the suffering of individuals, many with terminal illness.

           So perhaps about now you are wondering:  

          “Well, why then this night time raid on a hospice full of terminally ill people, and why did the DEA take her away still dressed in pajamas, and handcuff a paraplegic patient to a bed?”

             And why did the DEA officials fail to contact the Santa Cruz Police Department or the county sheriff before carrying out the raid?  My friend, it was a clear signal from the Bush Administration and the Attorney General:

They want the hospice closed.    

And so taxpayers money was spend on raiding a non-profit facility dedicated to relieving the suffering of the chronically ill and the dying.

The federal government is at odds with state and local governments that have already legalized marijuana, claiming that marijuana is a dangerous and prohibited drug.

  But nevertheless, a gaunt AIDS patient in the area reported that marijuana has helped him eat again, and a man with post-polio syndrome says he is now able to function, because of smoking marijuana.


This controversy is all part and parcel of the same insanity that drives the bigger war on drugs – a war that now incarcerates more people for drug law violations in the United States alone than all of Western Europe.


Quite frankly, I think that our children will look back on the war on drugs in the same way that we now look back on Jim Crowe and the Palmer raids after the First World War, and the Japanese-American internment camps of World War II, and McCarthyite persecution in the 1950s.


It seems that everyone in Washington, from the President and his drug czar, to Republican and Democratic members of Congress, are locked in the battle to see who can spend more money, imprison more people, and seize more assets.


And talking about seizing assets – I wonder if you are aware that the government can seize your money, your car, even your home, without ever charging you with a crime?

              It’s true.  It’s called Civil Asset Forfeiture, and the government can take your personal property and justify it in the name of the war on drugs.


Case in point:  James Burton, a Kentuckian, now lives in the Netherlands, where he can safely treat his glaucoma with marijuana without fear of arrest or property seizure.


In the early 1990s, he was smoking marijuana to prevent himself from going blind.  The government seized his 90-acre Kentucky farm and sentenced him to one year in a federal maximum-security prison.  


Now please don’t misunderstand me:  I’m not advocating selling marijuana on the street corner to schoolchildren.  And I believe that people who harm or seriously endanger others must be held responsible.

      But catching drug pushers and stopping the flow of cocaine into the United States is something far different from hassling patients in a hospice who are using marijuana, as their last and only hope for some measure of relief for their suffering.


 That’s why, here at the Drug Policy Foundation, we believe that it’s past time to  pursue a saner, more sensible drug policy, and put an end to this country’s longest and costliest war.


Furthermore, it’s past time that our country had drug policies based on common sense, science, and human rights – rather than fear, prejudice, and punitive prohibitions.


Already the federal government has spent billions of dollars trying to prevent illegal drugs from being imported, sold and consumed, and millions of people have been sentenced to prison – some guilty, some innocent.


Has the war on drugs been a success?  

     You know the answer. Really, it’s a war on people – and anyone who uses or grows or makes or sells a forbidden drug.  No distinctions are made between drug abuse and non-problematic drug use.


And that’s the crux of the problem.  Too much pressure is put upon Congress and law enforcement by right-wing religious fanatics, and others who fail to understand that, bit by bit, America is abandoning the precious Fourth and Fifth Amendments to our Constitutions.


These amendments prohibit the government from searching our homes or persons without probable cause, and forbid the government from taking private property without compensation.


But the war on drugs is also a war on so-called “evil-doers.”  And the government is routinely violating the rights of Americans every day to punish the bad people. It would be comic, if it were not so tragic.

       And if you personally think that the war on drugs has miserably failed – you are not alone!  A public opinion poll conducted by the Center for Public Interest discovered that 74% of the American public believes the war on drugs has failed!  

      Every day, the number of thoughtful Americans who believe that marijuana should be legally available for medical purposes is growing 


There is a quiet but unavoidable movement throughout the land, saying that there must be a saner, more positive, more humane, more lasting, more intelligent and reasonable solution than simply continuing this war on drugs that has failed so miserably.

            And that’s what the work of the Drug Policy Foundation is all about. 

        Our goals are straightforward and include:

1) Igniting a national conversation on the unchecked powers of he federal government into our personal lives, and restoring our Constitutional rights.

2) Documenting the growing number of government abuses of the Civil Assets Forfeiture power on a specially designed Internet site, for all Americans to view.

3) Supporting the work of our public policy teams as they take to the halls of Congress to build support for genuine reform.

4) Expanding the reach of our communications team to write analysis and op-ed pieces exposing the financial gains of police departments and property loss of ordinary American citizens.

        The alliance is a young and vigorous movement, advocating political and social justice.  And we urgently need progressive thinking, liberal minded folks like you to join with us and help us create reasonable and compassionate drug policies that will preserve individual freedoms.

To my knowledge, there is no other membership organization in the country doing the work of the Drug Policy Foundation.

But we are not deep-pocketed like the religious right and other forces in our society that continue to encourage the government to wage the war on drugs. 

Instead, we must depend on individuals – like you – who send us contributions of $20, $50, $100, or more.

Will you join with us?

A contributor reply form is enclosed for your convince, and as soon as I hear from you, I will forward to you a copy of our monthly publication, Network News, keeping you up to date as we work to preserve America’s Constitution of human rights and freedoms.

And finally, I invite you once again to sign your name to the enclosed “Note of Encouragement” to Valerie Corral 

Let her know that you are appalled by the way the federal government has used the war on drugs to invade the privacy of her hospice. 

Your card to her will be a quiet and peaceful symbol that you support drug policies based on common sense, science, public health and human rights...

...rather than ignorance, fear, prejudice and the vested interests that drive drug policies today.

         Thank you for reading this letter, and thank you in advance for joining the thousands of other Americans who are seeking to create reasonable and compassionate drug policies and at the same time, preserving individual freedoms.






Sincerely,






Sher Horosko






Executive Director

P.S.
If you want to help us put an end to this country’s longest and costliest war, step forward with a gift to the Drug Policy Foundation, the leading voice for reform of drug policy, in the United States since 1986.


Your thoughtful contribution of gift of $ 20, $50, $100 or even more will help us restore America to its better self.  

             And your signed card of encouragement, returned to me, will be delivered to Valerie as a quiet symbol that you believe it’s well past time to move our drug policies in new and more rational directions.

 DRUG POLICY FOUNDATION

NOTE OF SUPPORT PROSPECT – REPLY FORM

(01.02.10.15:JH)













My Gift to the Drug Policy Foundation

ATTENTION:   Sher Horosko, Executive Director


YES!   I wish to support the Drug Policy Foundation, and help you promote realistic alternatives to the war on drugs, based on science, compassion, public health, and human rights – rather than upon fear, prejudice, and punishment.

I understand that the Drug Policy Foundation is my voice in Congress, the media, and the public.  Please keep me informed and up to date on the latest drug policy reform efforts throughout the United States, and send me regular copies of your advocacy publication, Network News.
Enclosed please find my gift in the amount of:


[   ] $_______     [    ] $_______     [   ] $_______     [    ] Other $_______

[     ]
I have signed and enclosed my Note of Encouragement to Valerie Corral.  Please 

forward it to her.

[     ]
I do not wish to send a card to Valerie Corral, but I do want to make a gift to the 

Drug Police Foundation.

DRUG POLICY FOUNDATION

NOTE OF SUPPORT PROSPECT – CARD TO VALERIE

(01.02.10.15:JH)













Outside Panel

Just a short note of encouragement … 

Inside Right Panel

Dear Valerie,

To me it’s unbelievable that the American government could drag you out of your bed, handcuffed, and haul you away in your pajamas.

I want you to know that I am simply appalled by that act of violence, and I believe that there must be distinction made between drug abuse and non-problematic drug usage.

Unfortunately, the unprecedented and unconstitutional powers of the DEA are still to be greatly feared, and that’s why I am supporting the Drug Policy Foundation.

Maintain your resolve, Valerie!

You are not alone or forgotten.

Signed:

DRUG POLICY FOUNDATION

NOTE OF SUPPORT PROSPECT – PRODUCTION NOTES

(01.02.10.15:JH)













Carrier

--
Approximately 5-1/4 X 8.

--
Apply live, non-profit stamp.

--
Closed-face.

--
Address in the center on a fake label.

--
Carrier is white.

--
Have some kind of floral design on the fake label in a maroon.  Nothing elaborate or fancy, but just slightly decorative.

Letter

--
Ivory.

--
7-1/2 X 9-1/4.

--
Six pages, three sheets.

--
Use the same floral design as on the carrier at the top, along with the name of the Executive Director.  Make it look like personal stationery.

--
At the top of each page will be the page number with a small floral design on each side of the page number.

--
The footer will be at the bottom of page 6.

Reply Envelope

--
White, standard size to fit carrier.

Reply Form

--
Single sheet, approximately 4-1/4 X 7.

--
White paper with a maroon banner across the top, and something of the same floral design used on the carrier.

Note of Encouragement

--
Approximately 4-3/4 X 6-7/8.

--
Tent-fold.

--
Floral design in two colors on the top flap.

· Floral design in two colors on the inside panel.

Note:  The design, while looking like a flower of some kind, should not in any way look like “the weed”  

