“They’re killing my baby,

 they’re killing my baby!”
Mr. John H. Sample

990 Roselawn Avenue

Toronto, ON M6B1C1

Dear Mr. Sample,


It happened at 6:30 am on May 27, 2007, in the Darfur region of Western Sudan.


Aisha, a Sudanese woman, was on the river bank, collecting water, her baby on her back...when the attack came, suddenly, violently.

Her baby was snatched away and thrown into the brush.  She was forced to the ground and brutally raped, several times, and left for dead.


Somehow, she survived, and at the refugee camp, she repeated over and over again:


“All the time it lasted, I kept thinking, They’re

             killing my baby, they’re killing my baby!”

An isolated event?  Sadly, absolutely not. Aisha is one of the many Sudanese suffering from the reality of terror and loss of life on a daily basis. The conflict in Darfur has led to some of the worst human rights abuses imaginable.  


The numbers are simply staggering:

· It is believed that 400,000 individuals have lost their lives.

· Over 2.5 million Darfuri civilians have been forced to abandon their homes.

· And an estimated 4.5 million in Darfur are at risk of starvation disease, and further attacks. 

Why is this happening:

In brief, the deliberate escalation in violence has been generated from the National Islamic Front/National Congress Party in Kharthoum along with the Janjawid, a large, brutal, and extremely well-armed Arab militia group. 


These two forces continue to systematically attack non-Arab or African villages, targeting innocent civilians.


 They are responsible for burning hundreds of villages; killing; using rape as a strategy of war; assaulting and torturing women, girls, and children; and destroying homes, water supplies, cattle stock and livelihoods.


 As a result there are more than 3.5 million people completely reliant on international aid for survival.


As an Amnesty International member you already know about the desperation that faces these people.  Furthermore, your commitment and activism has been translated into substantial progress for peace in Darfur.

And I wish I could report to you that we no longer need your support for this project.


But unfortunately, that would be far from the truth.  In fact, our goal is to double our efforts.  And we urgently need your gifts.  What else can I say?


We must not let history repeat our role as spectators 13 years ago when the genocide in Rwanda let us forever haunted by the premeditated act of displacement, starvation, rape and mass slaughter.  

Yet – today – a campaign of genocide even more virulent is bringing terror and loss of life, and some of the worst human right abuses imaginable.


And for Aisha, her baby, ripped from her back.


We must continue to maintain pressure on the Government of Sudan to admit United Nations peacekeepers into Darfur, with a mandate for full civilian protection.


And we must continue to generate pressure on the international community to fund this vital peacekeeping mission, and on the United Nations to ensure its speedy implementation.

There is not a moment to lose! We must act now to give the people of Darfur a future! 


With your unequivocal support we will multiply our efforts daily and strengthen our ability to protect and promote human rights in the region. Please make a donation today and witness the power it holds.

                                                                                                          I look forward to hearing from you, 










                       Alex Neve










Secretary General

PS:  Please act today to give the people of Darfur a future!  Your gift of $55, $75, $100 or whatever you choose to provide will be a quiet testimony to your resolution that Rwanda will not be repeated.
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