Dear XXDonor First NameXX:


It’s a terrible, heart-wrenching thing when hunger and poverty tear a family apart.

And because of your steadfast leadership support, I am forwarding to you the enclosed Special Report, documenting how, in one small village, Heifer has been able to keep a family together.


And it happened because of pace-setting gifts from Partners in Hope -- like you!


So journey with me to a remote village in China, and as this story unfolds please remember that it could occur -- and is occurring -- in similar villages around the world, wherever Heifer International is at work.

And also, please remember that it is your leadership gifts of $XXX or $XXX or $XXX, that enables Heifer to continue to provide families all around the world with dramatic opportunities.

Opportunities that are keeping families together.


     I want you to meet a young man

 named Mose Shize, age 29, who was  


forced to come face to face with the 


most terrible choice 
he had ever made 


in his life.

His problem was simple:  he no longer had enough arable land to grow the rice he needed to feed his family, which included his wife Shama, his three-year-old daughter, Kebu, and his 71-year-old grandfather and 68-year-old grandmother. 


He only had two choices.  First, he could do his best with the land he had, and watch his family go to bed hungry every night.


Or second, he could do as so many young people do in villages all over the world: leave the family behind and go find work in a big city.


That was his dilemma.  If he found a job in the city, his wife could also come and search for a job, leaving their daughter with the grandparents.  But for how long?   

And what if ... he didn’t find work in the city?  And what if ... their grandparents couldn’t raise enough food in their elderly years to feed his daughter?  And what if ... his wife was unable to find work when she joined him in the city?


What if ... the family was never reunited?

Mose Shize was desperate for an answer to his predicament.  Then -- he found it. 

And it happened because Heifer’s focus has always been on the family -- where permanent solutions to poverty and hunger must start.


And so, even though Mose Shize will never know you and you’ll never meet him, it was your special gifts that prevented his family from being torn apart.


In the case of Mose Shize, he received three pigs.  Just three! 

But those three pigs, along with the training that Heifer provided, were all he needed to stay at home with his family and keep them together.


You see, soon the piglets started coming!  One litter.  Two litters.  Three.  And Mose Shize says:


“We could never have bought three pigs 
because they were too expensive.


But we had the will and determination.     
All we needed was a chance.”

Also, Shama, his wife, participated in training meetings and she soon learned to take care of the pigs so her husband could work in the field.

Then an event occurred that started a wonderful chain of events that helped keep another family together!   

 
It was the first of a joyful ceremony that has since been repeated over and over again in the village.

       “Passing on the Gift!” 

You see, the three pigs that Mose Shize received from Heifer came with a string attached!

  As soon as the pigs had their first offspring, Mose Shize was required to “pass on the gift” to another family.


So that’s exactly what he did!  And then, that family who received a pig from Mose Shize passed their first offspring to another family, and soon this entire village was impacted. 

At last, young people had a choice.  They no longer were forced to move away to the city.  And fathers were no longer forced to leave their wife and family.


 And young girls had a choice and no longer had to go to a metropolitan area where they so often ended up being a domestic servant or a prostitute, and facing sexual abuse.


All this is why Heifer must continue to work to find solutions – sustainable solutions – that will keep families together.

XXDonor First NameXX, your gifts are needed to help make this happen! 


And I hope you will continue to share your blessing today with a gift of $XX, $XX or perhaps you can even send $XX. 

Please do, because entire families -- mothers, fathers, children, grandparents -- can continue living together, without fear of being torn asunder, and without falling into the hopeless poverty from which they see no escape.


We plan to keep on expanding our programs that keep families together.  And to do this we depend on your generous support.






With appreciation,







Jo Luck







President & CEO
P.S.
I invite you to read the enclosed in-depth report entitled, “How Heifer is Working to Keep Families Together.” 
 
We prepared it just for you, so that you can see how your gifts of $XX, $XX, or $XX are having such wonderful results.

And remember – Mose Shize’s family doesn’t need you anymore!  You’ve turned their life around!

But your continued gifts are urgently needed for other families who face the same plight that Mose Shize faced.

Special Report

Prepared Especially For:

(Donor Name in a box)

An in-depth look at how Heifer is working to keep families together

Dateline:   DAXING, China

Problem:   Obstacles preventing villagers from creating a sustainable community.

Number of Families:   510

Population:    2,300

Obstacles:

1)
Lack of safe, clean drinking water.  

Most homes only have one spigot, which is set outside the house, because this water comes directly from mountain streams and must be boiled to ensure that it is safe to drink.

2)
Lack of wood.  

Most families rely on burning wood as their basic source of fuel.  However, the government has made it illegal to cut down trees, so now they must spend hours every week looking for dead trees and fallen limbs in order to have enough wood for boiling water and food.

3)
Limited access to health care.  

No clinic or trained doctor.  Many illnesses and diseases go untreated.

4)
Lack of safe and adequate toilet facilities.  

5)
Lack of arable land.  

Because of a government “grain to green policy,” farmers are not allowed to plant crops on land with a slope of 15 degrees or more.  This has seriously reduced the amount of land that can be cultivated in this village, which means that farmers have to be more productive with the land that remains. 
6.  Severely limited opportunities for employment. 

Head of the family is often forced to leave home in search of work. 

The Heifer Solution:
After more than six decades of experience, Heifer knows that the best way to help families escape poverty and hunger permanently is to provide opportunities for families to work together – so they can stay together.

Among the 12 Cornerstones for Just and Sustainable Development is “gender and family focus,” emphasizing the importance of families working together so they can stay together.

Solution # 1

Heifer began working in Daxing in 2006, helping farmers build stronger pigsties and providing animal management training, and in February 2007, delivered pigs.  Three sows were provided to 161 families.  Twelve boars were distributed for breeding purposes.   

Solution #2:

Biogas tanks were introduced to solve the problem of lack of wood for fuel.

Case History:

Mose Shize, 29, his wife, Shama Wugi, 25, their daughter Kebu, 3, grandparents Mose Youha, 71 and r Jiese Wujia, 68.   They owned about 13 mu of land and 11.5 mu had to be returned to forest because of the government Grain to Green policy.  This left only about 1.5 mu to grow rice for a family of five.  This was impossible.

Mose Shize was faced with the dilemma of leaving his wife, daughter and parents and go to a city to find a job.  His total net income for the family was about $667 to $800 U.S.  

He was selected by Heifer to receive training and three pigs, a year later his income was approximately $1,067 to $1,200 U.S.   

Mose Shize:

“We could never have bought three pigs because they are two expensive.  But we had the will and determination.  All we needed was a chance.”

Environment Impact:
Mose Shize:

“Before this I had never seen biogas.  Now that it is being used, I can imagine a bright future for our family.  We don’t have to collect wood any more.  This saves a lot of time and energy, and we are preserving the environment, because we don’t have to cut down trees.”

Sidebar:   On a recent trip to the market, Mose Shize discovered other people were buying a specially mixed, cheap pig food, costing only a few fens per kilogram.  He tried it on two piglets and discovered that he had found a cheap food for pigs and he shared that information with other families in the village.  This is typical of the type of action that Heifer International inspires in people.

Wherever Heifer goes, it works to unify communities and families to create a more sustainable future for all people.

Photographs:
1)
Here is Mose Shize.  He is proud of the new pigsty that he built, because of his training from Heifer International.  Already he has participated in the “passing on the gift ceremony” 

2)
Shama Wuji and daughter Mose Kebu, age 3.  Shama received training that will benefit the entire family, including nutrition, health and family finances.  Without training received from Heifer, she would never have been able to learn the skills needed to care for her family and extended family.
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My Reply to the Need for Keeping Families Together

Dear Jo Luck:


I certainly agree with you that Heifer must continue to provide sustainable development solutions that will keep families together.  
And I agree with you that when an entire family – mothers, fathers, children, grandparents – can participate in training, working with livestock, growing their crops and generating income, they stand a much better chance of lifting themselves out of poverty –- forever.


Consequently, I want to help Heifer reach more families with a long-term approach that fosters dignity and self-reliance, and the opportunity to build a sustainable future. 


Please find my gift enclosed in the amount of:

